
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
______________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 19:8-10 

 
 
Paul has just had an encounter with the “Ephesian Dozen” – a group of 
John’s disciples. 
 
Some years before, these men were introduced to John the Baptist’s 
teachings and were baptized in preparation for the Messiah’s coming. 
After that, they continued to await the Messiah. 
 
Paul came across them at Ephesus and explained to them that the Messiah 
has already come, and the Spirit has been given. Subsequently, Paul 
rebaptized the “Ephesian Dozen” “in the Name of the Lord Jesus”. When. 
He laid his hands on them, and they received the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
 
The next section of Luke’s narrative describes Paul’s second season of 
ministry at Ephesus. Let’s see what happens 
. 
• Speaking Boldly: v. 8 
 
Previously, Paul made a hasty departure to Jerusalem – in order to keep his 
Nazarite Vow. Now, with his mission to Judaea and Syria completed, he 
had come back to Ephesus. 
 
Verse 8 tells us, “Paul spoke boldly [in the synagogue] there for three 
months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God.” 
 
During this time, the members and leaders of the synagogue welcomed 
their debates with Paul. Luke says he spoke boldly. That’s only one word in 
Koine Greek. By the way, that’s written in the imperfect tense - denoting a 
continuous action.  Luke is telling us, “For three months Paul kept speaking 
boldly”. (See: Apollos’ preaching in Acts 18:26) 
 
• “Publicly Maligning ‘The Way’”: v. 9 
 
“But when some of them stubbornly refused to believe and publicly 
maligned the Way, Paul took his disciples and left the synagogue to 



conduct daily discussions in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.” 
 
After three months of friendly debates, some of them “stubbornly refused 
to believe”. An article on Bibleref.com explains the situation well:  
 
The people of the Ephesian synagogue had heard something of Paul's 
teaching months before and asked him to return. Now that he has, many 
of them find it hard to swallow. He is explaining the kingdom of God: how 
Jesus sacrificed Himself on the cross and rose again to forgive our sins and 
reconcile us to God. But the synagogue is surrounded by witchcraft, 
demons, and Artemis worshipers. This "Jesus," who offers salvation outside of 
the Mosaic law—God with a physical form—sounds too much like the 
Greek gods.  
 
Even though the synagogue leaders disinvited Paul from continuing his 
debates, his antagonists didn’t force him to leave Ephesus, like had 
happened in prior cities. 
 
Notice the phrase, “The Way” in verse 9. This became a well-known 
appellation for the new Christian movement. See: Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 
24:14; 24:22.  
 
During the second century B.C., some Jews called, “The Zadokites” 
separated from Orthodox Judaism, choosing an ultra-rigorous lifestyle, and 
settling in Damascus. They used a term similar to “The Way” to describe their 
community.  
 
• The Lecture Hall of Tyrannus: v. 9 
 
“Paul took his disciples and left the synagogue to conduct daily discussions 
in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.”  
 
Paul was able to rent what was known as the “Lecture Hall of Tyrannus”. Its 
original location is difficult to determine. One possible location is the area 
in front of the famous Celsus Library. 
The name, “Tyrannus” has been found on inscriptions from 1st-century 
Ephesus. Tyrannus may have been a lecturer who regularly taught in his 
own lecture hall or the owner of the facility. 
 
There are two versions of the text of Acts: The Eastern and the Western,  



otherwise known as the Alexandrian or Western texts. 
 
According to the Western text, Paul had the use of Tyrannus’ Hall from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The primary Greek lectures were delivered in the early 
morning (because of daily temperatures). By 11 a.m. most public activities 
were paused in the cities of Ionia.  
 
Paul probably spent the early morning hours in his tentmaking activities and 
took advantage of the hall’s availability, as well as cheaper rental rates, in 
the afternoons.  
 
Paul’s students had to forego their naps to hear Paul’s teaching during the 
hot part of the Ionian days! 
 
• All Of Asia Minor Hears The Word: v. 10 
 
“This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the 
province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.” 
 
On the other side of the Aegean Sea, in the province of Asia (southwest of 
modern-day Turkey), Paul found a receptive audience. Meanwhile, Apollos 
was on the other side of the Aegean, at Corinth, and having an equally 
effective time of ministry. 
 
Ephesus marked Paul’s longest time of ministry in one place. This indicates 
how fruitful Paul found his labors in this first-century location. 
 
While Paul stayed at Ephesus for two years, his associates were carrying out 
missionary activity in neighboring cities.  
 
Epaphras appears to have evangelized the cities of the Lycus valley, 
Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis cities. See: Colossians 1:7–8; 2:1; 4:12–
13. Some bible scholars believe that all seven of the churches of Asia 
addressed in the book of Revelation were established around this same 
period.  
 
In the end, this Roman province was intensively evangelized. Afterwards, it 
remained one of the leading centers of Christianity for many centuries. 
 
 


