
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
______________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 19:4-7 

 
 

• Recap: Behind The Times - v. 3 
 
Wen Paul returned to Ephesus, he encountered a group of twelve 
men who self-identified as disciples of John the Baptist. As Paul spent 
some time with these “Dozen Ephesians”, he asked them two 
questions: 
 
• “Have you received the Holy Spirit since you became believers?” 
•  “What baptism did you receive?” 
 
They replied that they hadn’t even heard if there was a Holy Spirit and 
then they told Paul that they had received John’s Baptism. Upon 
learning this, Paul must have marveled.  
 
By this point in Church history, four different New Testament baptisms 
existed: 
 
• John’s Baptism 
• Water Baptism: 
• Baptism Into Christ’s Body 
• The Baptism In The Holy Spirit 
 
The “Ephesian Twelve”, as one commentator put it were, “Still living in 
the Old Testament which culminated with John the Baptist.” They 
were two decades behind the current Christian experience. 
 
• Getting Up To Speed: v. 4 
 
“Paul explained to them: ‘John’s baptism was a baptism of 
repentance. He told the people to believe in the One coming after 
him, that is, in Jesus.’” 
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“People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole 
region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him 
in the Jordan River …. I baptize you with b water for repentance. But 
after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am 
not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, 
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” – Matthew 3:1-10 
 
When Paul asked the “Ephesian Dozen” if they had received the Holy 
Spirit since they became believers, they replied: "No, we've never 
even heard of the Holy Spirit." 
 
Scholars are still debating what they meant. Many, very good 
commentators believe that the Ephesian Twelve were aware of the 
existence of the Holy Spirit but didn’t know that Spirit Baptism had 
been inaugurated at Pentecost.  
 
• Following Through: v. 5 
 
Luke doesn’t give us Paul’s full transcript as he gets the Ephesian 
Twelve up to speed. Verse 5 records, “When they heard this, they were 
baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
 
Notice this: The Ephesian Twelve had been following the Gospel as far 
as they had been taught. The problem was, they didn’t know anything 
beyond John’s baptism of repentance, which was designed to 
prepare God’s people for the revelation of the Messiah. 
 
So, Paul explained to them that the Messiah had already come in the 
form of Jesus Christ. But he didn’t stop and give them an exhaustive 
explanation of Spirit baptism. Instead, he taught them about Jesus – 
and how He fulfilled the promises of the Messiah. 
 
• They Were Baptized Into Jesus’ Name: 
 
“When they heard this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord  
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Jesus.” 
 
A throwback to Acts 8: 
 
1. Phillip went to Samaria and preached the gospel.  2. The Samaritans 
accepted the Gospel and were baptized. 3. When Peter and John 
came to Samaria, “They laid their hands upon these believers, and 
they received the Holy Spirit.” 
 
• The Ephesian Twelve: 
 
1. Some years before, this group of men were introduced to John the 
Baptist’s teachings and were baptized in preparation for the Messiah’s 
coming.  2. They continued to await the Messiah. 3. Paul meets them 
at Ephesus and explains to them that the Messiah has already come, 
and the Spirit has been given. 4. The Twelve are re-baptized “into the 
name of the Lord Jesus”. 
 
• Another “Pentecost”! v. 6 
 
“When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, 
and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.” 
 
• Acts 8:17: “Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these 

believers, and they received the Holy Spirit.”  
 
• Acts 19:6: “When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 

came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.” 
 
This is not a coincidence: Once again, we have a picture of full 
inclusion into the New Testament Church.  
 
• At Pentecost, 120 Galilean Jews were given the Holy Spirit and the 

evidentiary signs. 
 
• At Samaria, a village full of new believers were baptized, and 

several days later received the indications of the Holy Spirit.   
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• At Caesaria Maritima, a house filled with Gentiles received the Holy 
Spirit first and were subsequently baptized. 

 
• And now, at Ephesus, twelve men were re-baptized, this time into 

Christ, and were given the gifts of the Spirit.  
 
G. W. H. Lampe: Paul’s coming to Ephesus marks “another decisive 
moment in the missionary history.” Ephesus was to be a new center for 
the Gentile mission and a beach head for Christianity in Europe. (It is 
reasonable to assume that the Ephesian Twelve became the nucleus 
of what would become a strong Ephesian Church.)  
 
• One-stage or Two-stage experience of the Holy Spirit? 
 
John Stott: 
 
The norm of Christian experience, then, is a cluster of four things: 
repentance, faith in Jesus, water baptism and the gift of the Spirit. 
Though the perceived order may vary a little, the four belong together 
and are universal. 
 
The laying-on of apostolic hands … with tongue-speaking and 
prophesying, were special to Ephesus, as to Samaria, in order to 
demonstrate visibly and publicly that particular groups were 
incorporated into Christ by the Spirit… 


