The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 19:11-12

The Apostle is at Ephesus, one of the largest cites of its day, well known
for its multi-cultural and multi-religious society. As one writer puts it,
“Ephesus was the home of all sorts of magic and superstition, and the
phrase “Ephesian Writings” was common in antiquity for documents
containing spells and magical formulas.”

Paul has a small nucleus of believers in Ephesus, but how will they
impact a city that had been filled with demonic activity for so long?

Part of the answer lies in three stories that Luke records, outlining the
battle between the Good News and the Devil's supernatural hold on
Ephesus. Today, we start looking at the first story:

e Extraordinary Miracles: The Story Begins - v.11

“God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even
handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the
sick, and their illnesses were cured.”

When Paul came to Ephesus, he did not find an assembly of believers
who could himself and his team. So Paul did what he had done at
other times — he used his skills as a tentmaker.

Outdoor laborers like Paul needed to be able to wipe the sweat from
their face. So they used what the Bible calls a “face cloth”, what the
Greek text calls a “soudarion”. They also wore a work apron that
covered the front of the body - a “simikinthion”.

One day someone got the idea to take one of Paul's sweaty
handkerchiefs to a sick person and laid it on them — and they were
immediately healed! Afterwards, people started taking Paul's face
cloths and cutting off pieces of his work aprons. They took them to
people who were suffering from demons, and they too were healed.



Three things about the sweat cloths and aprons that can give us a
larger picture of the relationship between God's power and human
instruments.

1. No Inherent Religious Glory Or Beauty: v. 11

Paul's facecloths and work aprons hardly seem like powerful weapons
against Satan’s oppression. That contradicts everything we imagine
having an infused, sanctified, and even religious beauty. And yet, the
sick were healed and the demonized were set free!

In Paul's era, the key to supernatural salvation, healing, and
deliverance was anything but religiously beautifull See: Isaiah 53:1-2

The New Testament call to effective ministry versus religious beauty: 2
Corinthians 4:7-10 - “But we have this freasure in jars of clay to show
that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”

2. No Impediment To God’s Supernatural Work: v. 12

“Handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the
sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.”

The NIV says that Paul’'s handkerchiefs and aprons had touched him.
The Greek wording is stronger: it means that they had been directly
applied to his body. Pieces of fabrics, infused with Paul’s sweat, were
healing the sick and delivering the oppressed.

Note: Many Christians have established an artificial separation
between the natural and the supernatural, between labor and
spiritual activity, and between the spiritual and the secular.

Paul was in a Roman controlled city that was highly influenced for
generations by occult practitioners, and God was looking for a way
to impact that city by His Own Power. His choice of tools was far from
what we would have expected.

We may have the mistaken idea that there is a direct biblical
correlation between the number of miracles that happen and the



number of "full-time" ministers in the Body of Christ.

Jesus’ parable of the talents: A wealthy man gave money to ten of his
servants and left for an extended time. One of them put the
investment money a "piece of cloth" and buried it in the ground for
safe keeping. The word the Bible uses for that "piece of cloth" is
“soudarion” — a facecloth or handkerchief.

In Paul’s case, ordinary face cloths and workman's aprons that could
be purchased at any roadside market were being used by God
miraculously. Those sweat rags and aprons were not an impediment
to God's supernatural work: They were the keys to special miracles.

3. No Inherent Spiritual Power:

Sweat cloths and aprons had no power to combat the power of
Satan, yet the sick were being healed and those troubled by evil spirits
were being delivered.

The power of the miracles was not tied to the fact that they had
touched Paul's body. It was that they were infused with the Spirit’s
power! God chose inferior things to demonstrate His power.

1Corinthians 1:27-29: “But God chose the foolish things of the world to
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame
the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised
things — and the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, so
that no one may boast before him.”

o Conclusion: The next you tell God, “I'd lke to do something
important for your kingdom, but I'm just not a great instrument,
remember this: It's not the instrument that counts so much, as it is
the One using the Instrument!



