The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 19:11 - Introduction

e Overview: Acts 19:11-20:

A study in the power of Christ's Gospel versus the power of Satan in
Ist-century Greece — and for that matter — the world. Luke presents a
multi-part story of the battle between Christ and Satan: 1. Paul’s sweat
cloths and aprons. 2. Jewish exorcists. 3. Ephesian magic books.

As Ephesus was a city well-known for its indulgence in magic and
superstition, we must give these stories some biblical background.

Two overbalanced views of demonic powers: 1. Excluding the
possibility of malevolent supernatural powers altogether. 2.
Exaggerating the prevalence of it.

What does the New Testament teach about the power of Satane A
good source is the apostle Paul's own discourse in Ephesians.

Ephesians chapter 2: The basic storyline for every human since Adam’s
rebellion, as well as the remarkable change possible through Christ’s
Cross:

“Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many
sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the
devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the
spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us
used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations
of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God'’s
anger, just like everyone else.” - Ephesians 2:1-3

Paul is writing to Ephesian believers who have lived in the extremely
superstitious and supernatural culture of Ephesus. Paul is reminding



them of their past circumstances, under the control of Satan.
e Once You Were Dead:

“Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many
sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the
devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world.”

They were dead in their sins — cut off from the life of God. Yet, they
were alive to the control of sin, obeying the Devil, the “commander
of the powers of the unseen world.”

The Biblical view of the plight of every human born into this world:
Satan, the “commander of the powers of the unseen world”, is
controlling unregenerate humans.

Our world believes that humans are born “free agents”, who
eventually decide to behave morally or immorally. The Bible has no
such view of humans. While humans have free will, they are not free
agents. While unregenerate humans have the power to make life
choices, they are noft truly free. That is an illusion.

e How does Satan control humans?

1. Satan rules humans by controlling their minds:

“Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those
who don't believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the
Good News. They don't understand this message about the glory of
Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.” - 2 Corinthians 4:4

Satan blinds the minds of unbelievers to keep them from
understanding the Good News. Even if they do hear it, Satan attempts

to keep them from believing it. (See: Mark 4:1-9; 15)

2. Satan rules humans by influencing their wills:



Satan can’t force anyone to do anything, but he can certainly use his
influence to cause humans to make the wrong choices.

Luke 22:3-4: “Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the
Twelve. And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the
temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus.”

Acts 5:3: “How is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have
lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money
you received for the land?" -

e Why Jesus Came To Our World:

The Bible tells us that at, “just the right time”, Jesus came to our world.
We could make a long list of all the reasons that Jesus came, but let
me zero in on one verse from | John 3: “When people keep on sinning,
it shows that they belong to the devil, who has been sinning since the
beginning. But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil.”

e Hebrews 2:14-15;:

“Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and
blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human
being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of
the devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way could he set
free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.”

From Jesus' birth onwards, Satan attempted to either kill Him or derail
him (Herod attempts to kill Jesus when he is two years old. Satan
attempts to derail Him by offering him "“all the kingdoms of the world.”)

We find Jesus taking the battle to Satan; actively and repeatedly
invading Satan’s territory and rescuing those under demonic control.
Jesus performs one miracle after another — all designed to show that
His power is greater than Satan’s.

This battle culminates at the Cross, where it appears that Satan will
have the last say. But what happens2 God raises Jesus from the dead.



Then, on the Day of Pentecost, what does Jesus do? He sends the Holy
Spirit to his followers — and empowers them to preach the Good News
and do miracles.

e Miracles, Signs, and Wonders In The Book Of Acts:

What are the purposes of Miracles, Signs, and Wonders? 1. To confirm
the message of the Good News. 2. To demonstrate that the message
was authentic. See: Acts 3:12-16

e Conclusion:

Miracles, including dispossessing demons, was a proof of Jesus’
message — both in Jesus’ ministry and the apostolic age.

In this world, the only power that can combat and overrule the power
of Satan is God's power. Satan is the prince of this world. He
dominates it because he influences the minds of humans and
influences their decisions.

Acts 19:11-20 is a focus on the power of Jesus in a city that is defined
by magic and demon possession.



