
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
______________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 19:1-3 

 
 
Acts 19 sometimes acts like a lightning rod for the various theological 
views of the evidence of the Holy Spirit. We may not be able to fully 
explain this passage but we can look for previous patterns in the Book 
of Acts to help us understand it. 
 
After re-visiting the churches of South Galatia, Paul made his way 
back to Ephesus. He was keeping his promise to return, “If it is God’s 
will.” 
 
• Apollos at Corinth; Paul at Ephesus: v. 1a 
 
“While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior 
and arrived at Ephesus.”  
 
Why does Luke tell us that Apollos was at Corinth”, right before he tells 
us about twelve disciples of John in the upper region of Ephesus? 
 
1. Luke is giving us a “waypoint” on our GPS route.  Paul is back at 
Ephesus, but Apollos is at Corinth. Apollos will become one of the most 
powerful evangelists of Corinth.  
 
2. Luke may be intentionally tying the story of Apollos with what he is 
about to tell us about the disciples of John the Baptist that Paul meets 
on his return to Ephesus.  
 
• There He Found Some Disciples”: v. 1 
 
“While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior 
and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples …” 
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Greek word for disciples here is “mathētas” - a masculine plural word. 
It refers to learners, disciples, or pupils.  
 
Many readers assume that these men are Christians because Luke 
uses the word “disciples”.  We should not assume that this is the case. 
Example: When Priscilla and Acquila first met Apollos, he was at the 
same stage of spiritual development as Luke’s attaches to the twelve 
men Paul finds at Ephesus.  
 
Both Apollos and the Ephesian group knew something of Jesus, but 
their experience was rooted in John’s baptism.  
 
• "Did You Receive The Holy Spirit When You Became Believers?" – V. 

2 
 
The theological quandary: If we assume that these twelve men were 
Christians, how could they have no knowledge of the Holy Spirit? If 
they are simply men who were discipled by John the Baptist – or one 
of his disciples – then we can understand them to be pre-Christians. 
 
Some Pentecostals and Charismatics teach that Christian initiation 
involves: 1. Believing and being baptized in water; 2. Receiving the 
Holy Spirit.  Most Evangelicals insist that everyone who believes in Christ 
immediately, upon faith, receives the Holy Spirit. 
 
Some scriptural evidence for this second view: 
 
1. It is impossible for anyone to be born again without the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. (See: John 16:8) 
 
2. When a person is born again, the Holy Spirit (who has convicted 
them of sin, confronted them with God’s righteousness, and warned 
them of the coming judgment), immediately takes up permanent 
residence in their life. See: Romans 8:9 
 
What About The “Ephesian Dozen”? 
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• "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?"  
• "What kind of baptism did you have?" 
 
Why would Paul ask these questions? We can only surmise that there 
was something amiss. Paul’s two questions: 1. Linked the Spirit with 
faith. 2. Linked faith with water baptism.  
 
The “Ephesian Dozen’s” Response: "No, we've never even heard of 
the Holy Spirit." 
 
• A Further Quandary: 
 
Did the Ephesian Dozen mean that they had never heard of the 
existence of the Holy Spirit? Many good commentators believe that 
they were aware of the Spirit’s existence but didn’t know that Spirit 
Baptism had begun at Pentecost.  
 
What does the original Greek say? “But not even that a Spirit Holy 
there is, did we hear.” In English it is: “We have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 
 
Is it possible that they were just too distant from John’s original 
teachings to know that the Baptist taught Jesus would baptize his 
followers in the Holy Spirit? 
  
• Paul’s Second Question:  "What kind of baptism did you have?" They 

answered, "John's baptism." V. 2 
 
Paul is aware of the various baptisms of the New Testament.  Are we?  
In fact, there are four distinct baptisms.  Let me give them to you with 
the biblical references to them: 
 
• John’s Baptism: John was the baptizer, people were baptized in 
water, and the purpose was repentance as preparation for the 
Messiah.  See: Matthew 3:5-6 
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• Water Baptism: The baptizer is usually a pastor or other church 
leader, people are baptized in water, and the purpose is the outward 
confession of Christ as Savior. See: Acts 2:38 
 
• Baptism Into Christ’s Body: (This is not water baptism.)  The agent is 
the Holy Spirit, the agency is the Body Of Christ, and the purpose is to 
include us in God’s Family. See: 1Corinthians 12:13 
 
• The Baptism In The Holy Spirit: Jesus is the Baptizer, the agency is the 
Holy Spirit, and the purpose is to empower us for witnessing and to live 
a Spirit-filled life in Christ. See: Acts 2:5 
 
Paul’s Second Question for the “Ephesian Dozen” is not academic. 
He’s asking about their level of spiritual experience. So what did they 
tell him? The Greek wording is … “They said, ‘Into John’s Baptism’” 
 
John’s Baptism was not Christian baptism. It was a public repentance 
as preparation for the Messiah. See: Matthew 3:11-12 
 
The “Ephesian Twelve” were, as one commentator put it, “Still living in 
the Old Testament which culminated with John the Baptist.” 
 
These were good-hearted believers in John’s message. They had 
been baptized as a sign of their willingness to repent of their sins and 
get ready for the Messiah. Since these events happened somewhere 
around 52-57 A.D., the “Ephesian Twelve” were two decades behind 
the current Christian experience.   
 
They did not understand that the new kingdom had been ushered in 
by Jesus. They did not know that those who believed in Him were 
baptized into Him and received the distinctive blessing of the new 
kingdom – the fully indwelling Holy Spirit. 


