
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
__________________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 18:8-11 

 
 

• The Salvation Of Crispus: v. 8 
 
“And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord 
and all his house.”  
 
John McArthur: “Why doesn’t it [Acts] say more about how in the 
world Crispus, the chief of the synagogue, got saved?’”. 
 
The “Chief Synagogue Ruler”: 
 
Luke describes Crispus as the “chief synagogue ruler”. Because 
Crispus (A Jew) is in Corinth, he has adopted a Roman name.  
 
In larger municipalities, there were several rulers in a synagogue. See: 
Matthew 9:18; Mark 5:22 
 
New Testament Greek: "Archisynagogos” - “Ruler of the synagogue". 
Multiple other titles for this role: "archon (ruler)," "prostates" (protector 
or guardian), "presbuteros" (elder or senior), "geron" (old man), 
"grammateus (secretary or clerk)," "nakoros" (temple 
warden) "huperetes" (attendant), or "archiuperetes" (chief 
attendant).  
 
• Synagogue Rulers’ Roles: 
 
Synagogue rulers were chosen to advise and direct the religious 
community’s affairs. 1. They oversaw the upkeep of the building, its 
contents, and the preparation for worship. 2. They announced the 
coming Sabbath Day by blowing the shorter shofar – usually a ram’s 
horn. 3. Oversight of the various worship elements such as the reading 
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of the Torah and other sacred writings. 4. The supervision of Torah 
studies.  
 
The conversion of Crispus had a significant impact on his Corinthian 
synagogue; many others who respected him would be inclined to 
hear the gospel (“and all his house”). 
 
• The Legacy of Crispus: 
 
Crispus’ salvation experience laid the foundation for the Corinthian 
church. Silas - one of Jesus’ 70 disciples - was the first pastor/ bishop of 
Corinth. A long line of distinguished bishops held this position, including 
Primus and Dionysius. 
 
Verse 8: “Many others in Corinth also heard Paul, became believers, 
and were baptized.” (Day by day people were being baptized.)  
 
• Paul’s Fears And Christ’s Consolation: vv. 9-11 
 
“One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision and told him, ‘Don’t be 
afraid! Speak out! Don’t be silent! For I am with you, and no one will 
attack and harm you, for many people in this city belong to me.’ 11So 
Paul stayed there for the next year and a half, teaching the word of 
God.” Cross Reference: I Corinthians 2:1-5 
 
Paul’s foray into Corinth was marked by serious hesitation: “timidity 
and fear”.  This may reflect his difficulties in his previous attempts at 
establishing the Church in Greece.  
 
Acts: Three accounts of Jesus personally appearing to Paul: Acts 9:1-
18; Acts 22:6-11; Acts 26:12-18.  In our text Jesus speaks to Paul in a 
nighttime vision. Luke’s uses “Kyrios” to make it clear that it is the Lord 
Jesus who appears to Paul. 
 
• A New Testament Message: An Old Testament Language: 
 
John Stott: While it is the Lord Jesus speaking to Paul, the message is  
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very much couched in the language of the Old Testament. 
 
Two parallel promises: 1. “Do not be afraid”. 2. “I am with you”. See: 
Isaiah 41:10; Jeremiah 1:17-19 
 
Paul was called to preach the Gospel in a highly multicultural and 
multireligious community. That’s to say nothing of the Jewish 
opposition he is about to face. So, he’s concerned. 
 
• “Don’t Be Silent!”: 
 
Jesus’s message to Paul: “Don’t be afraid.” “Don’t be silent”. “Speak 
out!” 
 
The reason for Paul’s confidence: “For I am with you, and no one will 
attack and harm you, for many people in this city belong to me.” In 
other words, “I will act sovereignly at Corinth, so that these things don’t 
happen to you this time.” 
 
Two questions: 1. “Just how is Jesus going to prevent anyone from 
attacking Paul or harming him?” 2. Why is Jesus going to exert his 
sovereignty to protect Paul at Corinth, when he allowed him to be 
stoned at Lystra? 
 
1. Jesus doesn’t tell Paul how he will prevent him from being attacked; 
he just tells him to have faith He will do it. See: Psalm 3 
 
2. The bible doesn’t tell us why God allowed Paul to be attacked at 
Lystra but promises to prevent it at Corinth. Did God have different 
purposes for each circumstance? 
 
Three things that came from Paul’s experience at Lystra: 
 
1. After being stoned and left for dead Paul returned to the city and 
showed himself alive. Did the Jews and Lystrans assume yet another 
miracle had taken place?  
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2. Although Paul’s experience of being stoned was traumatic, this 
type of suffering was a test of Paul's faith/a demonstration of the cost 
of following Christ.  
 
3. Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra and the other cities, 
encouraging the new believers and strengthening their faith. 
 
What about Corinth? Was Jesus’ personal promise to protect Paul 
meant to ensure a prolonged time of ministry there? 
 
• “I Have Many People In This City”: v. 9 
 
One last note on verse 9. In our text, Jesus tells Paul, “I have many 
people in this city”. 
 
Most bible scholars believe that this is what we might call an 
“anticipatory statement”.  In a city that was renowned for its 
immorality, idolatry, and greed, Jesus says, “I already know that I will 
have many people in this city.” See: 2 Corinthians 2:19 
 
Verse 11: “So Paul stayed there for the next year and a half, teaching 
the word of God.”  
 
Paul’s extended time in Corinth allowed him to not only found and 
organize the Church there, but also to branch out to neighboring 
districts such as the Port of Cenchreae. See: Romans 16:1; 2 
Corinthians 1:1 
 
Paul was clearly successful in extending his ministry outside the borders 
of Corinth. Jesus had been faithful to His promise that Paul would not 
be attacked or harmed during this time of ministry. 
 
 
 


