The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 18:24-28

e A Man Named Apollo: v. 24

Between Paul’'s departure from Ephesus, and his return to it, he now
meets a very interesting Christian, named Apollos. Luke tells us that
he was a “Jew from Alexandria”.

e Alexandria The Great - Some Pertinent Facts:

Founded in 332 B.C. by Alexander the Great.
Second-largest city in the Roman Empire (population 500,000).

Had a pivotal role in Mediterranean trade: Second largest Port,
next to Cairo.

Municipal layout designed by Dinocrates, Alexander’s personal
architect.

Alexandria’s port was safe for ships because of its location off
the Island of Pharos.

Alexandria became the new trade center between Europe,
Arabia and India.

City became a major center of Hellenistic culture and learning.
— Its library was world-famous. So was its lighthouse — Pharos.

Egypt was a major producer of grain in the ancient and
medieval world. Alexandria became an important harbor for
shipping this grain throughout the Roman Empire.



= Home to alarge Jewish colony. The Greek translation of the Old
Testament (Septuagint) was produced there.

e Apollo’s Background: v. 25

“He had been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught others about
Jesus with an enthusiastic spirit and with accuracy.”

1. Apollos was both well-educated and eloguent. Various translations
use either word to describe him.

2. Apollos had been instructed in “the way of the Lord”, meaning, the
Lord Jesus. He was “fervent in spirit” — See also: Romans 12:11 Apollos
had both spiritual intensity and enthusiasm.

3. Apollos “knew only the baptism of John”, despite being both Jewish
and a Christian teacher. He was preaching about John as the
Messiah's forerunner, yet did not yet fully comprehend the transition
from the law and the prophets to the New Covenant.

e A Fuller Explanation Of The Gospel: v. 26

“He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and
Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way
of God more accurately.”

Priscilla and Aquila were impressed by Apollos’ defense of the gospel,
but it was evident his knowledge of the Gospel was incomplete (He
was likely still preaching John's Baptism). Acquila and Priscilla
“explained to him the way of God more accurately.”

e Two Interesting Intersections:
1. When Paul met Priscilla and Acquilla, they were already involved in

sharing the gospel with others. Yet, Paul took the time to further
educate them on the gospel. Now they are doing the same thing for



Apollos. See: 1 Corinthians 11:23; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; 1 Timothy 4:6; 2
Timothy 2:2

e Was Apollos a born again Christian when Priscilla and Acquilla first
met him?

- John McArthur: “He was not a Christian ... so, consequently, did not
have the indwelling Holy Spirit.”

- John Stott: “If his knowledge was largely limited to John's baptism
and teaching, his grasp of these events may have been minimal, and
he will also have needed to hear about Jesus’ commission, exaltation
and gift of the Spirit.”

e A Great Help And A Great Debater: vv. 27-28

“When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him.
When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had
believed. For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public
debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah.”

Apollos was invited by some Corinthians to teach in their home
churches. 1. The Church at Ephesus was already developed enough
that they could endorse Apollos’ vision of preaching at Corinth. 2. The
house churches at Ephesus had a relationship with those at Corinth.

e The Meaning Of Grace In Verse 27:

When Apollos arrived at Corinth, he had an immediate impact there:
“He was a great help to those who by grace had believed.”

Two alternate franslations: One puts the emphasis upon the
Corinthians experience of salvation through grace. The other puts the
emphasis upon the gifts of the Spirit at work in Apollos’ life.

e English Standard Version: “He greatly helped those who through



grace had believed.”

e Anderson New Testament: “He gave much help to the believers,
through the grace conferred on him.”

Why is there a difference between the emphasis in these translations?
The Greek text the definite article before the word grace. In other
words, “It reads, “the grace” — and it comes at the end of the
senfence.

Luke’s narrative is not so much about the character of the Corinthian
Christians, but Apollos’ spiritual effectiveness (received through “the
grace” that had been given to him).

o Effectively Refuting The Jews’ Arguments: v. 28

“For he vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate,
proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah.”

Apollos argued convincingly that Jesus is the Messiah promised
throughout the Old Testament scriptures. The text gives us the
impression that this was in the face of Jewish opposition.

Apollos’ influence at Corinth was tremendous. Some have assumed
he became Paul's adversary (I Corinthians 1:12: “l follow Paul”; “I
follow Apollos”; “I follow Cephas; *l follow Christ.”). However, Paul’s
remarks about Apollos in his letters are complimentary, not
combative. See: | Corinthians 3:5; 1 Corinthians 3:6; 1 Corinthians 3:9;
Titus 3:9



