
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
__________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 18:12-17 

 
 
Paul has been at Corinth for around 18 months. At some point, Paul 
faces a fresh attack by the Jewish authorities. Let’s see what 
happened. 
 
“Gallio, Proconsul of Achaia”: v. 12 
 
“While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united 
attack on Paul and brought him into court.”  
 
A consul was the highest rank of Rome’s senators; A proconsul was an 
administrative position, under the control of a consul.  
 
Historical records indicate that Gallio held the position of proconsul of 
Achaia from A.D. 50 to the spring of A.D. 52. 
 
F.F. Bruce’s Notes on Gallio: 
 
• A son of the elder Seneca - “Seneca the Rhetorician.” 
• The brother of the younger Seneca - a famous Stoic philosopher 
 
Seneca the Elder was a Roman writer, from a 
wealthy equestrian family in Spain. He wrote a collection of books 
about the Roman schools of rhetoric. His most famous work was a 
history of Rome. 
 
Proconsul Gallio: Lucius Junius Gallio Annaeanus. His birthname was 
Marcus Annaeus Novatus, but he was adopted by the rhetorician 
Lucius Junius Gallio. (He subsequently took his adopted father’s 
name.) 
 



Seneca the Younger: “No mortal is so pleasant to any one person as 
Gallio is to everybody.” 
 
Gallio’s political career: After serving as an elected magistrate, he 
was appointed proconsul of Achaia by the Emperor Claudius. He 
developed a serious fever and was unable to finish his term.  
 
65 AD - Gallio took his own life under imperial orders. (Nero) 
 
A United Attack: v. 12-13 
 
“While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united 
attack on Paul and brought him into court.” “This man,” they charged, 
“is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary to the 
law.” 
 
At some point during Paul’s eighteen-month stay at Corinth, he had 
turned from the Jews to the Gentiles. The Jewish leaders orchestrated 
a Roman legal proceeding against Paul. Greek: “Before the tribunal”.  
 
The Charge: “This man is persuading the people to worship God in 
ways contrary to the law.” (A repeat of what Paul and Jason were 
accused of at Thessalonica. See: Acts 17:6-7) 
 
• The real complaint: Paul was engaging in treason by promoting 

Jesus of Nazareth as a rival emperor to Caesar. 
 
Summary of John McArthur’s statement: Up to this point, the Romans 
viewed Christianity as a sect of Judaism, which came under the 
category of “religio licita” - “permitted religions”. The Corinthian Jews 
were demanding that Gallio declare it “religio illicita” - a non-
permitted religion. 
 
• Gallio’s Wisdom: vv. 14-15 
 
“Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, “If you Jews 
were making a complaint about some misdemeanor or serious crime, 



it would be reasonable for me to listen to you. But since it involves 
questions about words and names and your own law—settle the 
matter yourselves. I will not be a judge of such things.”  
 
Paul, being a trained speaker and debater, was ready to defend 
himself before the tribunal. However, Gallio suddenly silenced the 
court and ended the proceedings! 
 
Gallio: “If you had brought this man before me and accused him of 
breaking Roman law – either a misdemeanor or a felony charge – it 
would be reasonable for me to hear the case. But you haven’t.” 
 
1. Gallio was not prone to quick judgments (unlike the magistrates at 
Thessalonica). 
 
2. Gallio has a much broader view of the situation at hand.  
(F.F. Bruce notes, “He quickly decided that the dispute was internal to 
the Jewish community). 
 
• Gallio’s Precedent: 
 
In refusing to adjudicate Paul’s case, Gallio left an important mark on 
the history of 1st-century Christianity. F.F. Bruce: “Gallio’s ruling meant 
in effect that Paul and his associates, so long as they committed no 
breach of public order, continued to share the protection which 
Roman law granted to the practice of Judaism.” -F.F. Bruce 
 
What Gallio ruled had implications for this early Messianic movement: 
Whether Jewish Christians or Gentile Christians, Roman citizens, or 
provincials, they were all seen as 'a party' operating under the Jewish 
umbrella. Therefore being a Christian in the province of Achaea was 
not a criminal offence, according to Gallio.” 
 
“… For the next ten or twelve years, until imperial policy toward 
Christians underwent a complete reversal, the gospel could be 
proclaimed in the provinces of the empire without fear of coming into 
conflict with Roman law.” 



• Beating Up Sosthenes: v.16-17 
 
“Then they all turned on Sosthenes the synagogue ruler and beat him 
in front of the court. But Gallio showed no concern whatever.” 
 
With the proconsul’s rejection of the Jewish leaders’ lawsuit, the crowd 
of bystanders turned on Sosthenes, who was probably Crispus’ 
replacement at the Corinthian synagogue. (Historians note that this 
type of outbreak of anti-Semitism was always near the surface in the 
Graeco-Roman world.)  
 
If Sosthenes had led the lawsuit against Paul, he certainly did not gain 
anything from it.  In fact, he received the worst treatment from the 
crowd anyone might have expected. 
 
• An Unexpected “Turn in the road”:  
 
1 Corinthians 1:1: “Paul called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes, our brother unto the church.” 
 
The name, Sosthenes, only appears twice in the New Testament – in 
Acts 18 and I Corinthians 1. There is a much greater likelihood that 
both scriptures identify the same man who once led the Corinthian 
synagogue.  
 
Paul often dictated his epistles to an amanuensis – recording secretary 
and manager. In writing, “from Paul and Sosthenes”, it is not difficult 
for us to conjecture that Sosthenes was the amanuensis for 1 & 2 
Corinthians.  
 
At some point Sosthenes must have become a Christian and 
ultimately joined Paul at Ephesus. Since he was well known in Corinth, 
he would be the ideal person for this assignment.  
 
It is remarkable how God can turn things around, isn’t it? 
 


