
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
__________________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 18:1-3 

 
 

• The Rise Of Urban Life And The Connection To Evangelism: 
 
“After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.”  
 
• 1850: (4) cities worldwide with 1 million plus inhabitants.  
• 2016: 55% the world’s population lived in urban settlements. 
• 2025: (26) cities house more than a million people; (8) “world-class” cities 

with 10 million+ inhabitants. 
 
Two-fifths of the world’s population are now city-dwellers; by the end of the 
century the ratio will be more like one half. - John Stott 
 
• The importance to Paul’s second missionary journey:  
 
Paul had a very deliberate pattern of moving from one strategic city-center 
to the next, with large populations: Athens: 150,000, Ephesus: 500,000, 
Corinth: 750.000  
 
Geography also mattered: Athens, Ephesus, and Corinth – three leading 
cities of the Roman Empire. Corinth and Ephesus - provincial capitals.  
 
• The History Of Corinth 
 
Corinth located on a land bridge connecting the Peloponnese with Central 
and Northern Greece. It became an important port for commercial 
shipping and enterprise.  
 
Corinth had two major ports: 1. Lechaeum, on the Gulf of Corinth. 2. 
Cenchreae, on the Saronic Gulf. 
 
Corinth was the greatest political, commercial, and naval rival of ancient 
Athens. 44 AD: Julius Caesar gave it Roman colony status and called it, 
“Laus Iulia Corinthus” - “Corinth, the praise of Julius”.  
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Ancient Corinth: Famous and Infamous as a center of sexual deviation. 
 
• The Corinthian Acropolis: 
 
A military buffer against invaders as well as the site of a massive temple to 
the goddess Aphrodite (love, beauty, and lust). This temple hosted a 
thousand priestesses (prostitutes).  
 
• A Cosmopolitan Megacity: 
  
Corinth was a greatly cosmopolitan city, with many languages, cultures, 
ethnicities, and beliefs. Its second reiteration: New, imposing structures as 
well as streets bordered with porticos, shops, temples, and other structures. 
“… A new hybrid and multi-ethnic society constituted by Greeks, Romans, 
and Jews.” 
 
Corinth was a thriving metropolis with financial opportunities for the wealthy 
and employment for the masses engaged in the agricultural and 
manufacturing sectors, including the infamous metal workshops 
 
• Aquila And Priscilla: vv. 2-3 
 
“There he [Paul] found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had 
recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because Claudius had 
ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to visit them, and he stayed 
and worked with them because they were tentmakers by trade, just as he 
was.” 
 
• Aquila: A native of Pontus, another province of Asia Minor situated north 

of Cappadocia. Pontus is mentioned many times in the New Testament. 
(See Acts 2; I Peter 1:1) 

 
Aquila: A Greek transliteration of the Roman name, which means, “Eagle”. 
(First century Jews living or working in heathen countries often took 
secondary Gentile names derived from animals.  
 
• Priscilla:  Early manuscripts: “Priscilla” & “Prisca” - (diminutive).  Shortened 

forms of names were common in the first century: Lucilla or Lucia, 
Domitilla or Domitia, Atticilla or Attica. 
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The name “Prisca” probably indicates that Priscilla came from a group of 
families in ancient Rome who shared a name and claimed a common 
origin. This family provided Rome with a long line of praetors and consuls – 
high-ranking politicians. 
 
New Testament: “Priscilla & Acquilla”, e.g. 2 Timothy 4:19. This may have 
been a recognition of Priscilla’s higher social standing than her husband’s. 
 
• Another Jewish Diaspora: v. 2 
 
“Aquila, a native of Pontus … had recently come from Italy with his wife 
Priscilla because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome.” 
 
Claudius was not the first emperor to mount an attack on the Jews and 
attempt to disperse them from Rome. 19 A D: The emperor Tiberius issued a 
decree threatening to expel a great number of Jews from Rome. Cause: 
The Jews’ singular worship of Yahweh. 
 
The Roman Empire sponsored the imperial cult - giving citizens a shared set 
of Roman’ religious values. This was in contrast to their natural dissimilarities 
in ethnicity, language and culture. 
 
Judaism was fundamentally incompatible with participation in the imperial 
cult. It was “aniconic” - meaning the Jews did not condone any physical 
representations of Yahweh.  
 
Tiberius considered the Jews to be agitators and treasonists – since they 
refused to participate in the imperial cult. Only his death prevented him 
from a full-scale deportation of Jews from Rome.  
 
49 A.D.: Claudius banished the Jews from Rome. Suetonius: “The Jews were 
indulging in constant riots at the instigation of Chrestus…” 
 
“Chrestus”: 1. The name of a Jewish agitator who was causing riots in Rome. 
2. Suetonius meant “Christus” – suggesting that the Jews were causing riots 
over the preaching of Christ in the city of Rome.  
 
• Apostles And “Tentmakers”: v. 3 
 
“Paul went to visit them (Aquila and Priscilla), and he stayed and worked  
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with them because they were tentmakers by trade, just as he was.” 
 
Aquila, and Priscilla: Tentmakers or leatherworkers. (Evidently, Paul had 
been apprenticed as a leatherworker during his adolescent years in Cilicia 
– modern Turkey.)  
 
Cilicia was famous for the production of Cilicium – which was a type of a 
(goat) haircloth worn by Greeks and Romans. (Asiatics made it from 
camel's hair). Cilicium cloth was made by spinning and weaving goat's-
hair. 
 
Usages: Horsecloths, tents, sacks, workmen’s tool bags, covers for military 
engine and the walls of besieged cities and towns. 
 
Paul used his skills as a leatherworker because in strict Judaism it was 
considered improper for a scribe or rabbi to be paid for his teaching. (Many 
took up a trade as well as teaching or preaching in a synagogue.) Paul as 
a Tentmaker: Acts 20:34; 1 Cor. 9:3–18; 2 Cor. 11:7; 1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:8. 
 
E. Randolph Richards suggests that Paul’s work as a leatherworker has been 
somewhat exaggerated by modern missiologists because of his constant 
travels. This prevented him from carrying the supplies and tools necessary 
to maintain a serious business as a tentmaker.  In the ancient Greco-Roman 
world, it took considerable time to … “establish the necessary relationships 
in order to gain the necessary permissions to conduct business in a city, both 
from city leaders as well as the appropriate guilds.” – E. Randolph Richards 
 
Next Time:  More on Aquila and Priscilla 
 
 
 


