The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 17:29-34

John McArthur: Paul’s use of Greek philosophy quotes: “He'’s ... saying that natural
revelation is so obvious that your own poets can see it, though they aftached it
to the wrong god .... Paul has been trying to say, “God is revealed in nature. You
can see God in nature; you can know He's Creator, Giver, Sustainer, Conftroller.
And look; your own poets recognize there must be a God who does all of this,
even though they don’t know who it is.”

e Since We Are God'’s Offspring: v. 29

“Therefore since we are God'’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being
is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill.”

Galatians 3:26-28: There is a unity of faith that comes about in Christ for both the
Jews and the Gentiles. However, we are only sons and daughters of God if we
have placed faith in Jesus Christ resulting in our spiritual adoption. (See: Romans
1:21-23)

e God Commands All People To Repent: v. 30-31

“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent.”

After telling the Athenians that they should not regard the true “Unknown God” —
the Creator as “an image made by human design and skill”, Paul now makes it
clear that any claims of previous ignorance are unfounded.

A compelling parallel: Paul’'s sermon at Lystra in Acts 14:16 - “In the past, God let
all nations go their own way .... We are bringing you good news, telling you to
turn from these worthless things to the living God...” See: Romans 3:25

Something has happened that no longer permits human ignorance of God.
Verses 30-31: “In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will
judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.”

God'’s willingness to overlook or ignore idolatry has ended. Humans everywhere
will now be held accountable both idolatry and remaining estranged from the
Creator God. Paul says, “God has set a day when he will judge the world with
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justice by the man he has appointed.” Who is that “man” but Jesus Christ2 God’s
forbearance of man’s ignorance ended at the revelation of His Son. (See:
Hebrews 1:2-3)

People sometimes ask, “How can God hold the heathens responsible for their
ignorance in worshipping idolse” Paul tells us that God sent his exact
representation — the fullest revelation of himself. This revelation far exceeds even
natural revelation — the very world of creation. God now “commands humans
everywhere to repent.” The age of ignorance has ended; the age of
accountability has replaced it. See: Romans 3:25-26:

e God Has Set A Day: v. 31

The words, “But now"”, indicate the demarcation line between the Old Testament
age of God's forbearance and the New Testament age of God's judgement;
“God has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed.” - v. 31

Paul's words to the Athenians are both a statement of fact and a warning: Now
that His Son has been revealed, all humans - including you - are now
commanded to repent because God has set a day for judgment.

Three Facts About This “Day of Judgment”:

1. It Will Be Universal:

Paul says that God will judge the world. See: 2 Peter 3:7,10; Revelation 20:13

2. It Will Be Righteous Judgment: “God ... will judge the world with justice by the
man he has appointed.” - v. 31 See: Revelation chapter 22; 20:13

3. It Will Be A Definite Judgment:

While we don't know the exact day the judgment will occur, the identity of the
judge has already been revealed. Acts 10:42: "God ordered us to preach
everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be the judge
of al—the living and the dead.” See, also: 2 Timothy 4:1

e “By Raising Him From The Dead”: v. 31

“He (God) has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

After citing general revelation and the need to repent from idolatry, Paul has
zones in on Christ’s role as the future Judge. He leaves it as “the man God has
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chosen.” God has verified his choice of the Judge of the Earth by raising this man
from the dead.

| Corinthians: Two Adams — the First Adam and the Last Adam — Jesus Christ. While
all the nations sprang from the genos — the First Adam — all will be judged by the
Second Adam - Jesus Christ.

e Sneering And Questioning: v. 32

“When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered,
but others said, ‘We want to hear you again on this subject.’”

The mere mention of the resurrection caused a deep division in Paul’s hearers. This
is reminiscent of the reaction of some of Paul's other sermons, especially in
Galatia.

Greek lore: When Athena founded the Areopagus, Apollo made this statement,
“Once a man dies and the earth drinks up his blood, there is no resurrection.” -
Apollo The Epicureans, with their emphasis upon absorption into a state of eternal
bliss, probably thought Paul’s mention of resurrection was absurd. The Stoics may
have been intrigued by the subject, suggesting that Paul might have further
opportunities to explain his teaching.

e A Small Band Of Brothers: v.34

“Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was
Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a
number of others.”

Eusebius: Dionysius was Athens’ first Christian bishop and martyr. Damaris, and an
unspecified number of others are said to have become Christians. Once again,
we have an evangelistic outreach that does not win over the majority but does
create a small group of believers.

e Some Concluding Observations:

1. Luke does not record if anyone was baptized at Athens, but this does not
assume it did not happen. 2. Luke does not say if Paul planted a church in Athens,
but the city was in the Roman province of Achaia. In 1T Corinthians 16:15, Paul
writes, “... Stephanas and his household were the first converts in Achaia, and
they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints.” 3. F.F. Bruce: “The
Athenians of today have made up for their ancestors’ indifference by engraving
the text of Paul’'s Areopagitica on a bronze tablet at the foot of the ascent to the
Areopagus, and by naming a neighboring thoroughfare in honor of the apostle.”



