
The Book of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
_________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 17:27-29 

 
 

John McArthur: “The dominant idolatry of our country/ Western civilization”: 
 
1. Humanism: Science was exploding, and we were really being able to 
conquer all of these problems, and we were going to solve them.”  
 
2. Materialism: [The Fear]: Life may reduce itself down to the very dull, 
boring, basics, and we won’t be able to entertain ourselves with a multitude 
of things. 
 
3. Sex: Everything from advertising to zoos is propagated through sex. Like 
Billy Graham said, “They rival the drippings of a broken sewer.”  
 
• Defending Against “Promoting Foreign gods”: vv. 26-29 
 
A basic outline of Paul’s Message: 
 

1. God Is The Creator 
2. God Is The Lord of Heaven and Earth 
3. God’s Magnitude Defies Geographic Boundaries 
4. God Is The Sustainer of Life and Needs No Sustaining 
5. God Is Responsible For The Creation of the Nations 
6. God Has Set the Times and Boundaries For All Nations 
7. God Has Made It Possible For All Humans To Seek Him. 
8. God Is The Central Life For All Humans. 
9. God Cannot Be Localized To An Idol. 

 
• God’s Purpose In General Revelation: v. 27 
 
In verse 27, Paul says, “God’s purpose was for the nations to seek after God 
and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him—though he is not far 
from any one of us.” 
 
Why has God put so much energy into arranging times, seasons, the 
heavens, and earth’s ecology? “That they might seek God and find him.” 
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Originally, humans did know God: Genesis 3:8: “When the cool evening 
breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the LORD God walking 
about in the garden.” (They knew the sound of his footsteps. The unsaid 
inference is that this was a usual occurrence for them.) 
 
With their rebellion, our first parents’ relationship to God radically changed; 
They were now his estranged children. See: Romans 1:18-23 
 
It is not that humans who never knew God are being charged with ignoring 
Him. Quite the opposite: Humans are charged with having known God and 
rebelling against him – and replacing him with idols – with false gods. 
 
At the Areopagus, Paul tells the Athenians that they should know God 
because of general revelation. (Pre-Cross) At the Incarnation that changes. 
God who used to visit our first parents when the evening winds came to the 
Garden of Eden now visited His world through Christ.  See: Hebrews 1:1-2 
 
Before Christ’s first coming, humans might well look at creation and “feel 
their way towards God.” After the Incarnation, that was no longer 
necessary. 
 
Paul tells the Athenians, “God cannot be contained in an image, a shrine, 
or an altar. “Any attempt to limit or localize the Creator God, to imprison 
him within the confines of manmade buildings, structures or concepts, is 
ludicrous.” – John Stott 
 
• In Him We Live And Move: vv. 28-29 
 
“For in him we live and move and exist. As some of your own poets have 
said, ‘We are his offspring.’ And since this is true, we shouldn’t think of God 
as an idol designed by craftsmen from gold or silver or stone.” 
 
Paul is speaking to Epicureans and Stoics – the Greek philosophers of 
Athens. In rapid succession he quotes two Greek philosophers; one from 
300 BC and another from 600 BC. He uses their quotes to fortify his argument 
that God has revealed himself through general revelation. 
 
• Quote # 1 - Epimenides: 
 
They fashioned a tomb for thee, O holy and high one 
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The Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle bellies! 
But thou art not dead; thou livest and abidest for ever, 
For in thee we live and move and have our being.” 

 

• Quote # 2: Aratus: 
 
Let us begin with Zeus.  
Never, O men, let us leave him unmentioned.  
All the ways are full of Zeus, 
and all the market-places of human beings.  
The sea is full of him; so are the harbors.  
In every way we have all to do with Zeus,  
for we are truly his offspring.” 

 

Paul is not equating Zeus with Yahweh, in some form of missionary 
extrapolation. He is borrowing their own philosopher’s language to point to 
the fact that even they recognized that a Supreme Being existed. (Paul 
intends to reveal to them the true identity of that Supreme Being – The God 
of the Bible – not the Greek philosophers.) 
 
Do all humans have their genos in God’s creative acts? Yes: “From one he 
created all the nations throughout the whole earth.”  
All humans can trace their origin to God’s creation of Adam and Eve, but 
when it comes to redemption in Christ, only those who have accepted 
Jesus as Savior can legitimately call God their “Father”.  
 
The apostle John’s Message: “So now we can tell who are children of God 
and who are children of the devil. Anyone who does not live righteously 
and does not love other believers does not belong to God.” – I John 3:10 
 
Paul is appropriating the language of the Greek philosophers to prove that 
even they acknowledged a supreme being – even if they got the identify 
of that supreme being wrong.  Paul’s extrapolation is meant to bolster his 
attempt to make the Unknown God known to his hearers. 
 
• We’ll come back to this sermon next time. 


