
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
___________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 17:24-27 

 
 

The Areopagitica: Paul’s sermon at Athens: 
 
After recalling his observation of an altar with the inscription, “To An 
Unknown God”, Paul proposes to explain to them who that God really 
is. 
 
• The God Who Made The World: v. 24 
 
Paul uses neutral noun forms in this address, instead of masculine or 
female nouns. “What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. The Athenians did not know the identity of this god, 
so Paul uses it as a segway to tell them about Yahweh. 
 
• The Demiurge And The Creator: 
 
Paul insists that the unknown God is actually knowable. Rather than 
some Greek demiurge, Paul presents the God of the biblical record. 
 
The Greek Demiurge: “The Great Artificer or the Grand Architect of 
the Universe.” (Plato was one of the first to maintain that the Demiurge 
was responsible for the production of the universe.) In fully developed 
Gnosticism, the Demiurge is an evil force that created the material 
world against the wishes of the Supreme God.   
 
 There is nothing biblical about the concept of the Demiurge. The 
world is corrupt due to man’s sin (Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:22), 
not because of the sloppy or malevolent work of a subordinate god.  
 
 
Paul: “You have been worshipping unknown gods for 600 years.  I can  
tell you who God is.” (Galatians 4:8 - “… At that time, when you did  
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not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no 
gods.”)  
 
For 1st-century Epicureans and Stoics this is radical talk. Paul is denying 
the role of any Greek Demiurge who imperfectly created the physical 
world.  See: Psalm 146:67; Isaiah 40:12; Isaiah 45:18 
 
• The God Who Does Not Live In Temples: v.  
 
“Since he is Lord of heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made 
temples, and human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no 
needs.”  Cross Reference Stephen’ speech in Acts 7:48-50 
 
The Sanhedrin took a very dim view of Stephen’s insistence that God 
did not dwell in houses made by hands – even though that is exactly 
what God said to King David.  Why? Because they were the 
caretakers of the second, enlarged version of Solomon’s Temple -
Herod’s Temple. 
 
Paul tells the Athenians that the Creator of the Universe did not live in 
man-made houses. (I Kings 8:27 John 4:23) He also tells them that a 
God powerful enough to create the world does have needs that 
humans can meet. This is a reverse reflection of idolatry - Jeremiah 3 
 
• Life And Breath And Everything Else: v. 25 
 
“Nor is He served by human hands, as if He needed anything, 
because He Himself gives everyone life and breath and everything 
else.” 
 
Paul reverses the language of idolatry in this verse. Far from God 
needing anything from humans, He is preserving them.  
 
• From One Man: v. 26  
 
“From one man He made every nation of men, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and He determined their appointed times  
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and the boundaries of their lands.” 
 
Paul is referencing Adam (Genesis 5:1). See also:  I Corinthians 15:22-
24 This is a contrast between the Athenian’s mythological point of 
origin and the Biblical record.  
 
According to Greek mythology, Athens got its name after a 
competition between the goddess Athena and Poseidon over which 
one would become the city’s protector. 
 
• Times, Seasons, And Kings: vv. 26-27 
 
“He determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their 
lands.”  
 
“Appointed Times” or "Periods": Greek root word “Kairos”, meaning a 
set amount of time during which a defined expectation is fulfilled. Paul 
is stating the Hebraic-Christian belief that God authorizes who will rule 
and what the boundaries of a nation will be. See: Deuteronomy 32:8; 
Daniel 12:21; Romans 13:1. 
 
God’s purpose in this arrangement of times and places: “That they 
might seek God and find him (Romans 1:2) If humans are confused 
and (self) deceived by false worship and have failed to perceive 
God’s nature in general revelation, they are without excuse. 
 
Paul description of the human search for God: "That they should seek 
God and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him".  
 
The Greek verb for ‘feel” after him references the groping and 
fumbling of a blind man. But as Stott points out, “This hope is unfulfilled 
because of human sin … [which] alienates people from God even as, 
sensing the unnaturalness of their alienation, they grope for him.” – 
John Stott 


