The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 17:10-15

Summary: With the chaos in the Agora finally dying down, the
Thessalonian required Jason to put up the equivalent of a “peace
bond” and secured his promise that the missionaries would leave
town.

Luke tells us, “As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas
away to Berea.”

e Leaving Thessalonica ... Arriving in Berea: v.10

“Nothing in the word of God is superfluous.”: Sometimes there are
very clear statements; sometimes there are implied statements.

Jason had put up a security bond, and did not want to violate his
agreement with the local magistrates, so a nighttime departure was
the best way to avoid more trouble.

The journey to Berea was some fifty miles on foot. The group went
south-west over rough terrain, heading towards Thessaly and the
province of Achaia.

Did Paul originally intend to go to Rome? Many scholars believe so.
There are some hints fo this in the Book of Romans. See: Romans 1:13;
15:19-22

e The Unknown Obstacle: Emperor Claudius & The Jews:
If Paul had attempted to go south to Rome, he would have faced stiff

opposition because the Emperor Claudius (41-54 AD) had expelled
the Jews from the capital. Why?
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In 41 AD Claudius issued an edict prohibiting Roman Jews from
meeting in synagogues. The Roman historian Cassius Dio indicates
that this was because the Jews had been accused of causing
disruptions.

Claudius later took the addition measure of expelling the Jews from
Rome. See: Acts 18:2 on Aquila and Priscilla.

The Jewish-Roman Angle: The historian, Suetonius, wrote, “Since the
Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he
[Claudius] expelled them from Rome”. It is very likely that Suetonius
was referencing the conflicts between the Jews and Christians over
identity of Jesus.

e The History of Berea: v. 10

Berea is mentioned in ancient Greek texts as early as the 5th century
BC. Archaeological evidence traces its earliest settlement to 1000 BC,
during the early Iron Age.

Possible sources of Berea's name: 1. Name after a king Beres of the
kingdom of Berroia. 2. Named after the daughter of king Beres (the
name literally means, “well-watered”).

Berea is located some 50 miles west of the capital Thessalonica.
Because of its proximity to two rivers, Berea has a high degree of fertile
land. Berea was (and still is) rich in apple, peach, and pear orchards.

At its apex, Berea's population may have reached 60,000 to 70,000. In
168 BC surrendered to the Romans. It was a significant Roman city and
a major religious center.

In the mid 1st century BC, the Romans built the Via Egnatia, the first
highway across the Balkan peninsula. The road passed just to the
south of Berea and contfinued to Pellla, Thessaloniki, It eventually
terminated in Byzantium — modern Istanbul).



3

The Via Egnatia influenced ancient Berea's growth. By late Classical
times Berea was the second largest city in Macedonia.

e The Berean Reception: v.11

“Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness
and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true.”

Luke contrasts the Berean’s with Paul’s audience at Thessalonica. He
says that they were more “noble” (“eugenestero”). The Greek word
indicates a generous and good temperament — supposedly a
characteristic of those of noble origin.

Benson: The Bereans were ... “more open to conviction, as being less
blinded by prejudice ... teachable in the things of God...” — Benson

Luke uses some very clear Greek words to describe the activities of
the Berean Jews in both listening to and questioning Paul’'s message.

1. They had an eagerness to hear the Scriptures. 2. They seriously
examined the Scriptures Paul was using — to determine the truthfulness
of his message.

Note: Paul’s listeners applied what we might describe as a “cautious
skepticism”. They made a genuine effort to examine the scriptures to
determine the message’s veracity. As others have noted, this was not
a blind faith on their part — it was an informed belief. See: | John 4:1-2;
2 Corinthians 13:5

¢ Faith and Conflict: vv. 12-15

“Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek
women and many Greek men.”
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Luke does not exaggerate the reception — it was not unanimous. Not
all the Jews believed the gospel.

A Positive Parallel:

Like at Thessalonica, at Berea the believers included “many God-
fearing Greeks, both men and women.” In both cases, some of the
women were from the city’s leading families.

Beginning with Jesus’ ministry we find that women with social status
influenced their husbands and financially supported Jesus’ ministry.

In Luke 8:3 we read, “Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of
Herod’'s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were
helping to support them out of their own means...”

The Greek word for manager comes from the root word for
"permission” or "'commission." Chuza obviously had some authority over
Herod Antipas's court. This was no small role since Antipas ruled over
two territories: Galilee and Perea.

Chuza and Susanna were independently wealthy. Luke indicates that
both women, supported Jesus' ministry “out of their own means.”

This type of influential support extended from Jesus’ ministry to that of
Paul and others. At Berea, we see this pattern as well.

“Sopater son of Pyrrhus”. He is mentioned again in Acts 20 as one of
the men who accompanied Paul and was a delegate assigned to
deliver Berea's donations for the poor Messianic Jews in Jerusalem.

e Jewish-Led Riots:

We have a repeat of something we saw earlier. When the Jews
(Synagogue Leaders) in Thessalonica learned that Paul was
preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating
the crowds and stirring them up.
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Just as their colleagues from Iconium and Antioch travelled some 100
miles fo disrupt Paul and Silas at Lystra — these leaders from
Thessalonica travelled some 50 miles to do the same thing at Berea.

e Whisking Paul Away: vv. 13-14

Paul's Berean converts did not risk another riot. Instead, “The brothers
immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at
Berea.”

Since Paul seems to have been the primary object of the Thessalonian
intentions, the brothers escorted him to Athens, while leaving behind
Silas and Timothy. Evidently, this was a very rushed event, since Luke
tells us that Paul “left with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him
as soon as possible.”

How long Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea is not known. Perhaps
they had significant freedom to continue discipling the Berean
believers before they rejoined Paul.

Paul's journey to Athens, would have entailed a sea voyage of more
than 300 miles. Paul was forced to begin his next evangelistic effort
without two members of his tfeam.

e Next time: The Athenian Riot



