
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
___________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 17:1-4 

 
 
• Amphipolis, Apollonia, And Thessalonica: v. 1 
 
A series of “waypoints” that describe Paul and Silas’ trip from Philippi 
to Thessalonica: “When they had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish 
synagogue.” Paul’s reference to this trip: I Thessalonians 2:2 
 
• Amphipolis: 
 
Located in Macedonia, on the eastern bank of the Strymon river. The 
city sat on a terraced hill, protected on the North, West and South by 
the river, and on the East by a wall.  
 
Original name: “Ennea Hodoi”, or “Nine Ways”. Indicates its strategic 
and commercial importance as the original town guarded the main 
route from Thrace into Macedonia.  
 
The Ennea Hodoi was also the center of a fertile farming district, 
producing wine, oil, figs and timber. It was famous for its gold and silver 
mines and considerable manufactures, especially woolen stuffs.  
 
“Amphipolis” was the subject of wars and takeovers. Eventually, it 
became a protectorate of Philip of Macedonia – the father of 
Alexander the Great.   
 
• Apollonia: 
 
Situated between Amphipolis and Thessalonica (30 Roman miles). 
Originally founded by Greek colonists from Corfu and Corinth in the 
late 500’s BC. Originally named, Gylax, after its founder. Later 
renamed in honor of the god Apollo. 



Often called, “Apollonia of Illyria” its people enjoyed a season of 
peace with the Greeks. The city retained its Greek character and 
culture throughout its history and had many Illyrian characteristics. 
   
Apollonia was a self-governing and independent city until it was 
incorporated into the Kingdom of Epirus, and then Macedonia. It 
flourished because of its rich agricultural hinterland and its role in 
the slave trade. 
 
The Romans ruled Apollonia from around 229BC.  The city flourished in 
the 4th century BC as an important economic and trade center and 
was famous for its school of philosophy. 
 
234 A.D. – A major earthquake deposited tremendous quantities of silt 
in Apollonia’s harbor – reducing its harbor traffic and leading to its 
decline. 
 
• At Thessalonica: v. 1 
 
“They came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.” 
– v. 1 
 
Paul, Silas and Timothy probably took the Egnatian Way westward 
through Amphipolis on the Strymon. It is likely that they stayed 
overnight at Amphipolis and Apollonia before arriving at Thessalonica. 
 
Some history on Thessalonica: 
 
Founded in 315 B.C. by Cassander, king of Macedonia. He named it 
for his wife, Thessalonike, daughter of Philip II of Macedon and the 
half-sister of Alexander.  
 
Thessalonica was located at the intersection of two major Roman  
roads, one leading from Italy eastward (Ignatia Way) and the other 
from the Danube to the Aegean. Thessalonica’s location and use as 
a port made it a prominent city. At one point, Thessalonica was 
probably home to around 200,000 people. 



Thessalonica became the premier city of northern Greece, enduring 
and flourishing under Hellenistic, Roman, and Greek control. Famous 
historical figures: Alexander the Great, Cleopatra, Cicero, Pompey, 
and Suleiman I the Magnificent. 
 
Strabo: Thessalonica was laid out on a grid following the pattern of the 
famous city planner, Hippodamus of Miletus. Excavations of ancient 
Thessalonica have been restricted because modern Thessaloniki is 
built above its remains.  
 
Excavations have unearthed a Roman forum, a bathhouse and a mint 
surrounding an odeum (a music hall). An inscription from the Vardar 
gate bears the word politarches, the word Luke used in reference to 
the officials of the city before whom Jason was brought by the mob 
in Acts 17:6.  
 
There was a Jewish synagogue in Thessalonica. Verse 2: “As his custom 
was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures …” 
 
1. The presence of a synagogue meant that Paul would preach first 
to the Jews and then to the Gentiles. (See: Acts 13:46; Romans 1:16) 
He and Silas were still recovering from the physical beatings they took 
at Philippi. 
 
2. Since Paul was invited to preach in the synagogue on three 
consecutive sabbaths his message was not immediately rejected. He 
and Silas had time to interface with the Jewish population at 
Thessalonica.  
 
• Explaining The Gospel: v. 3 
 
Paul was “explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise  
from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,’” he 
said.” 
 
Since Paul was preaching in a Jewish synagogue, he had a much  



simpler segway to sharing Christ. Luke says that Paul “reasoned with 
them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had 
to suffer and rise from the dead.” 
 
Some Important Greek Words: 
 
1. Paul was “reasoning” with his audience. The Greek word is 
"dianoigō," - to open thoroughly, as in opening the mind to 
understand.  
 
This indicates a deep, comprehensive teaching. It involves a 
methodical exposition of the Jewish Scriptures. Paul’s goal was to 
prove to them conclusively, from their own scriptures, that Jesus was 
the Messiah.  
 
2. Paul was “proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the 
dead.”  
 
The Greek word for proving: "paratithēmi". The process of setting out 
evidence or presenting a case, much like an attorney would do. 
 
Paul is doing more than stating facts – He is laying out a logical, 
evidence-based argument for the necessity of Christ's suffering and 
resurrection. This is not an appeal to emotion alone! 
 
Why did Paul emphasize the necessity of Christ’s suffering and death 
for the worlds’ sins? 1st-century Jews had their Messianic Arrivals 
backwards: 1. The Reigning Messiah. 2. The “Suffering Servant” of 
Isaiah. 
 
First-century Jews emphasized the Scriptures that highlighted the 
Messiah’s restoration of Israel and his worldwide rule. Example: Isaiah 
24:23 - “Then the glory of the moon will wane, and the brightness of 
the sun will fade, for the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will rule on Mount 
Zion. He will rule in great glory in Jerusalem, in the sight of all the 
leaders of his people.” 
 



The problem: This emphasis upon Millennial prophecies neglected the 
necessity of Christ’s Incarnation and death on Calvary. Example: 
Isaiah 53:4-6: 
 
 “Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that 
weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment 
from God, a punishment for his own sins! But he was pierced for our 
rebellion, crushed for our sins.  He was beaten so we could be whole. 
He was whipped so we could be healed. All of us, like sheep, have 
strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the 
LORD laid on him the sins of us all.” 
 
Paul had to reason with his audience in Thessalonica and prove to 
them the necessity of Christ dying for their sins. He had to 
systematically explain the Old Testament prophecies and then relate 
them to the story of Jesus. 

• The necessity of Jesus’ death combined with the power of his 
resurrection.  

Paul knew that Jesus’ resurrection was the cornerstone of Christian 
hope. It not only assures us of Jesus’ victory, but our eventual victory 
over sin and death.  

Paul told his audience, “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the 
Christ…” (The Greek word for “proclaiming” - “katangello” – a public 
declaration that has both conviction and authority.) 
 
On three successive sabbaths Paul shared the gospel with his Jewish 
audience in a deeply logical and thoroughly biblical presentation. He 
sought to prove to them that Jesus was their long-awaited Messiah. 
 


