
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
___________ 

 
Study Notes; Acts 17:4-9 

 
 
In Paul’s message to the Jews in the synagogue at Thessalonica he 
did not appeal solely to emotion. He will have to reason with them 
from the Jewish Scriptures. On three successive Sabbaths Paul 
presents his evidence and calls for a verdict from his audience. 
 
• Jews, God-Fearing Greeks, & Prominent Greek Women: v. 4 
 
“Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did 
a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent 
women.” V. 4 
 
Persuaded: Greek word, peithō.  To be “Peitho” – persuaded – means 
that you have changed your mind about something. The implication 
is that their initial reaction was not belief. 
 
For a Jew to accept Jesus as the Christ was momentous. If would 
mean many things, including alienation by the Jewish community and 
their families. See: Hebrews 10:34   
 
Perhaps the failure of salvation by emotion alone is what is behind so 
many that started out as believers but eventually faded away.  See 
Jesus warning in Luke 8:13 
 
• Preaching And Supernatural Confirmation: v. 4 
 
“Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did 
a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent 
women.” 
 
There is a strong sense here that Paul’s preaching was also 
accompanied by the same types of miracles that we have seen 



elsewhere in the Book of Acts. See: Thessalonians 1:5: “Our gospel 
came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy 
Spirit. “ 
 
• God-fearing Greeks:  
 
“A large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent 
women.” 
 
“God-fearing Greeks’ seems tautologous” (saying the same thing 
twice in different words). Luke is probably noting is that there were four 
groups of believers: Jews, Greeks, God-fearers and well-known 
women.” (Macedonians were not considered to be Greeks.) 
 
Two prominent men who became Christians: Aristarchus and 
Secundus. See: Acts 20:4; 27:2  
 
• A Considerable Number of Women of High Station: v. 4 
 
Historians debate how much freedom first-century Macedonian 
women exercised. Some suggest they were largely subservient to their 
husbands. Others suggest that, like Lydia, many of them had a 
“reputation for their independence and enterprising spirit”.   
 
• From Progress To Chaos: v. 5 
 
“The Jews, however, became jealous. So they brought in some 
troublemakers from the marketplace, formed a mob, and sent the city 
into an uproar. They raided Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas, 
hoping to bring them out to the people.” 
 
Circumstances can change quickly: See: In Acts 5:17; Acts 13:45 
 
Verse 5: A Modern Translation: “The Jews, however, were stirred to 
envy and, enlisting the aid of some characters who loafed around the 
agora, ready for mischief, they assembled a mob and set the city in 



an uproar. They attacked Jason’s house and searched for the men to 
bring them out before the public assembly.” 
 
At Thessalonica, it’s not the preaching alone that is causing the 
uproar, but the large number of Jews who are accepting Christ as 
Messiah. 
 
The Jewish leaders intended to bring Paul and Silas before the 
politarchs – which is what the chief magistrates at Thessalonica were 
called.  (This is very similar to Paul and Silas being dragged before the 
praetors at Philippi.) 
 
When the mob attacked Jason’s home, they discovered that the 
evangelists were not there, but Jason was. (Many Greek Jews who 
were named, “Joshua”, went by the Greek name, Jason.)   
 
• Defying Caesar: vv. 6-7 
 
“They dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city 
officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the 
world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his 
house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is 
another king, one called Jesus.”  
 
Jason and his friends were charged with harboring Jewish agitators 
and political messianists. The word used for “world” – 
“oikoumenaeoe” – refers to the first-century Roman Empire.  
 
Both Rome and Alexandria had recently dealt with messianists who 
were claiming that the end of the world was upon the empire. The 
Thessaloniki Jews are telling the politarchs that these same kinds of 
agitators have now come to their city. 
 
These activities were considered not only dangerous but seditious. The 
complainants suggest that Paul and Silas are promoting Jesus of 
Nazareth as a rival emperor to Caesar.  
 



As Paul and Silas preached Christ, they insisted he was the true King  
of Kings. They may have used the Greek word, “basileus” for king. This 
was the word many Greek subjects used to describe the Roman 
emperor.  
 
Notice the complaint charges that these missionaries were also 
defying Caesar’s decrees (“Sedition, Majestas”). If proven, the 
penalty for such sedition was death. See: I Thessalonians 1:8-10: 2 
Thessalonians 2:5-10 
 
All this has the underlying theme of human, imperial power being 
replaced by divine power. Paul’s preaching at Thessalonica could 
well have been understood as rejecting Caesar’s decrees. 
 
• The Magistrates’ (Politarchs) Response: vv. 8-9 
 
“When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown 
into turmoil.  Then they made Jason, and the others post bond and let 
them go.” 
 
While concerned, the politarchs did not react like the praetors had at 
Philippi. Instead of jailing Jason and the other believers, they required 
them to put up a security against any further disruption. The bond or 
security would be kept and severe penalties applied if the agreement 
was broken. 
 
This was, of course, a much more reasonable approach than the one 
pursued by the praetors at Philippi – who jumped to conclusions and 
whipped Paul and Silas without ascertaining whether they were 
Roman citizens.  
 
• Next time: What happened at Berea 
 


