The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 16:6-12

e The Second Missionary Journey - European Impact:

- Paul’s first missionary journey: 47-48 AD.
- Second missionary journey: 49-52 AD.
- Luke’s account: Acts 15:36-18:22.

Basic route: Antioch ... Syria ... Turkey ... and Greece.

Paul’'s second missionary journey is the first time that the Gospel will
make its way into what we know as “Europe”.

John Stott: “...We can see what an epoch-making development this
was. It was from Europe that in due course the gospel fanned out to
the great continents of Africa, Asia, North America, Latin America and
Oceania, and so reached the ends of the earth.”

e Restricted By The Spirit: v. 6:

“Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia
and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the
word in the province of Asia.”

e Phrygia:

Phrygia was the largest province of Roman Asia. It got its name from
either ariver called “Phryx” or from the word "“Phrygios”, which means,

“dry”, because of the region’s extreme dry and sandy landscape.

Phrygia was famous for marble stone, which ancient documents call,
“Phrygian Stone”. It was used for pillars and statues.



e Galatia:

Galatia was directly east of Phrygia. The Gauls both conquered and
settled it, naming it after themselves - Galatia. Galatia had a large
population of Jews, which conftributed to the confroversies between
Jewish and Gentile Christian converts.

Paul and Silas had limited their tfravels to these two Roman regions
because they had been “kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the
word in the province of Asia” (proconsular Asia). This included Smyrna,
Thyatira, Philadelphia — three of the seven churches mentioned in
Revelation were part of Asia Minor.

e The “Spirit Of Jesus”: v. 7

“And when they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not permit them.”

Doctrinally: the Holy Spirit stands in the same relation to the Son as to
the Father. See: John 15:26, Galatians 4:6, Romans 8:9, Philippians 1:19

e Skirting Mysia — Arriving In Troas:

There was no main road through the province of Mysia to the Aegean
coast. Paul and company threaded the needle between the northern
part of Mysia and Thrace and went to the city of Troas.

Troas: Troas Alexander Troas. It was named Alexandria Troas for
Alexander the Great. Troas was only ten miles from the city of Troy,

which is famous for the Trojan War.

Troas’ historical figures: Helen of Troy, Homer, Pythagoras,
Hippocrates, and Heraclitus.

e The Breakthrough: v. 9

“During the night, Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing



and pleading with him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”

Paul realized that he was urgently needed in the northern region of
Greece. Had he stayed in Asia Minor, he would not have been where
he needed to be.

e Macedonia:

Macedonia was an extensive country of Greece. Geographically it
had Thrace on the north, Thessaly on south, Epirus on the west, and
the Aegean Sea on the east. Genesis 10:4 suggests that it was first
populated by Kittim, the son of Javan.

It had become a Roman province in 146 B.C. and grew to be a
superpower in the Greek world and Western Asia during the 4fh-
century rule of Philip I and Alexander the Great. It.

e The “We"” Narratives: v. 10

“As soon as Paul had seen the vision, we got ready to leave for
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel
to them.”

This is the first fime in the Book of Acts that Luke indicates that he was
a “first person” witness of Paul’s missionary work, joining Paul, Silas, and
Timothy. (See Luke 1:1-4) From this point on, Luke includes himself in
the story of Acts. (The “we” sections of Acts.)

Luke may have been practicing medicine at Troas or waiting to be
signed on as a ship's doctor. However Luke's inclusion came about,
the narrator of Acts now became part of the story.

e Sailing The Aegean Coastline: v. 11

“From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and
the next day on to Neapolis.”



e Samothrace, or Samothracia:

A rocky Aegean island with a circumference of some 20 miles and a
peak of about 5,000 feet. It was populated by people from Samos
and from Thrace, so it was called, Samothracia. Historically, it was
famous as an asylum for fugitives and criminails.

The ship Paul and company were on probably docked overnight and
headed back out in the morning. Ancient Greek warships and
commercial ships were pulled up on shore every night. Part of the
reason was that they lacked cooking space. In the Aegean Seq, with
all its tiny islands, it was prudent to anchor for the night.

e Neapolis:

“Neapolis” literally means, “New Town". Its port had replaced the
earlier one at Eski Kavalla - (Paloeopolis or “Old Town"), located some
10-12 miles away.

Neapolis was about 12 miles from Philippi. The city’'s importance is
attested to by the remains of a Roman agueduct, columns, and
Greek and Latin inscriptions.

When the team disembarked at Neapolis the inland walk to Philippi
would have taken some ten miles. Their route was along the Via
Egnatia. This road ran across the Greek peninsula from the Aegean to
the Adriatic. Its massive paving stones are still visible in modern day
Greece, worn down centuries of foot traffic.

As verse 12 indicates, the troupe arrived a Philippi and stayed there
for several days.

e Next time: Europe’s first converts.



