The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 16:27-34

Paul and Silas, beaten and bloodied, decided to pray and sing songs to
God. An earthquake rocked the lower level of the prison; all the prison cell
doors flew open, and all the prisoner’s chains broke.

* The Jailer Considers Suicide: vv. 27-28

“The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had
escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourselfl We are all herel!”

The jailor assumed that all the prisoners had escaped. He had drawn his
sword and was ready to kill himself. The typical version of suicide by Roman
soldiers and guards involved placing the tip of the sword near one’s heart
and falling forward on it.

Roman law was very clear about the responsibility of jailers to the emperor.
The Justinian code: “... If a prisoner should, in any way escape ... the jailer
shall suffer the same penalty as the prisoner ... was liable.”

The Philippian jailer knew that he would be held responsible for any
escaped prisoners. Previous example: “After Herod had a thorough search
made for Peter and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and
ordered that they be executed.” - Acts 12

e “What Must | Do To Be Saved?”- vv. 29-30

“Cadlling for lights, the jailer rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.
Then he brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?2”

The Philippian jailer was more than likely a retired Roman soldier. These jobs
were often filled by veterans due to their experience with discipline and
command.

Hours before, he had overseen Paul and Silas’ safe keeping. Now, he is
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trembling, and on his knees before Paul and Silas as he asks the question,
“Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”

What did the jailer originally mean by that question? 1. Was he referring to
eternal life? 2. Was he worried about be executed for escaped prisoners?

Some points that we should consider:

1. The jailer’s immediate response to seeing the jail cells all open and the
prisoners’ chains on the ground was to take his life. So, it's unlikely his
immediate thoughts were about eternal life.

2. Even when the jailer was assured that the prisoners had not escaped ...
perhaps he still wasn’t sure that the prisoners wouldn't take the opportunity
to escape.

e “You And Your Entire House”: v. 31
A suggestion for understanding this passage:

Is it possible that while the jailer was thinking in terms of being spared from
execution, Paul and Silas took that opportunity to address his need for
eternal salvatione See: Joel 2:32: Isaiah 55:6-7

It's likely that Paul and Silas seized the opportunity to correlate the man'’s
fear of temporal punishment to salvation through Jesus. They took
advantage of the man’s openness and started him down the path of
salvation.

e Believing With All His Household: vv. 32-34

“And they shared the word of the Lord with him and with all who lived in his
household. 33Even at that hour of the night, the jailer cared for them and
washed their wounds. Then he and everyone in his household were
immediately baptized. 34He brought them into his house and set a meal
before them, and he and his entire household rejoiced because they all
believed in God.”

Paul and Silas shared the word of the Lord with the jailer and with his whole
household. We have a very similar situation to what happened at Cornelius’



home in Caesarea Maritima.

Luke may be indicating that Paul and Silas shared the gospel in the jailer’s
house, went outside to have their wounds cleaned and dressed, and then
returned inside the home to have a meal with the jailer.

| want us to note an interesting parallel in verse 33. Luke tells us, “At that
hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then
immediately he and all his family were baptized.”

Two washings in that verse. 1. The jailer washes Paul and Silas’ wounds. 2.
The jailer and his entire family are baptized. (Connecting “washings” with
baptism: Acts 22:16; 1 Corinthians 6:11)

e Great Joy:v. 34

“The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was
filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole
family.”

e A parallel to Cornelius’ experience in Acts 10-11:

At Cornelius’ home, the entire group received the Holy Spirit. Peter asked
his six Jewish friends ... “Can anyone object to their being baptized, now
that they have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?”

In the story of the Philippian jailer, once again we have an entire household
that believes in Christ — and are baptized. Luke tells us that the jailer was
“filled with joy” over their newfound faith. The man who once knelt before
Paul and Silas, frembling and fearing death, now sat a meal with them,
rejoicing over salvation.



