
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
____________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 16:25-26 

 
 
• About Midnight: v. 25 
 
“About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.” 
 
The two beaten and battered evangelists expressed their praise to 
God. That must have been quite a contrast to the groans and curses 
coming from the other cells in that dungeon. Luke tells us that the 
other prisoners took note of their prayers and songs. 
 
See: Philippians 4:1, 4-5: “Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it 
again—rejoice! …. Remember, the Lord is coming soon.”  
 
• A Violent Earthquake: v. 26 
 
“Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and  
everybody’s chains came loose.” 
 
During the reign of Tiberius – earthquakes were frequent in such cities 
as Sardis, Apamea, and Campania. Throughout the Book of Acts we 
have noted miracles, signs, and wonders. Earthquakes are another 
carryover from both the Old Testament and the Gospels. 
 
Fourteen Supernatural Earthquakes in the Bible/Historical Records: 
  
1. Day Three of Creation Week: 
 
On the third day of the creation week, continents seem to have been 
raised, and the ocean floor depressed during a great faulting process 
that established what the Bible calls, the “foundations of the earth. 
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2. Noah’s Flood: 
 
The year-long, global Flood in the days of Noah was the greatest 
sedimentary and tectonic event in the history of our planet since 
creation. See: Genesis 7:11 
  
3. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah:  
 
Genesis 19:24-28 records that God destroyed the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. This took place about 2500 B.C. Archeology confirms a 
catastrophic collapse along the eastern border of the Dead Sea 
Transform Fault. 
 
4. Moses on Sinai  
 
Exodus 19 tells us that at the time God gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments on Mount Sinai there was an earthquake. See, Also: 
Hebrews 12:18-21. 
 
5. Korah’s Rebellion in the Wilderness  
In Numbers 16:1-40, Korah and his family opposed Moses. When the 
site they were standing on split apart supernaturally. Korah and his 
relatives fell into the chasm which then closed back upon them.  
 
6. The Fall of Jericho  
 
In Joshua 6, The exterior walls of Jericho collapsed suddenly. While the 
Bible does not mention an earthquake, ancient Jericho’s site was 
directly above a very large fault.  
 
7. Philistine Camp near Geba  
 
In 1 Samuel 14:15, Israel conquered the Philistines near Geba after an 
earthquake occurred in their camp. This event took place around 
1000 B.C.  
 
8. Elijah on Mount Horeb  
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In 1 Kings 19, while Elijah was hiding in a cave, God sent an 
earthquake, but spoke to him in a “still, small voice.”  
 
9. Amos’ Earthquake of 750 B.C.  
 
The prophet Amos predicted an earthquake associated with “The 
Day of the Lord”. (See, Amos 1:1; 2:13; 3:14-15; 6:11; 8:8; 9:1,5). Two 
years later, in 750 B.C., an 8.2 magnitude earthquake occurred.  
 
10. Qumran Earthquake of 31 B.C.  
 
This earthquake is documented in the history of the Middle East. In 31 
B.C., a large earthquake occurred along the Jericho Fault on the 
western side of the Dead Sea. It dried up Qumran’s main spring and 
severely cracked the architecture.  
 
11. The Crucifixion in Jerusalem, April 3, 33 A.D.  
 
In Matthew 27:51-54 we learn that on April 3, 33 A.D., the main curtain  
of the Temple was torn from top to bottom during a great earthquake. 
Beyond that, rocks were broken, and many dead saints were 
resurrected from their tombs. Archeological evidence suggests a 
magnitude 5.5 earthquake. 
 
12. The Resurrection in Jerusalem, April 5, 33 A.D.  
 
Matthew 28:2 tells us that an earthquake took place at Jesus’ 
resurrection, and an angel was present when the stone rolled away 
from the mouth of Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb.  
 
13. The Jerusalem Prayer Meeting, Summer 33 A.D.  
 
Acts 4:31 records, “After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke the word of God boldly.”  This was a localized earthquake – 
most likely at the Jewish Temple compound. 
 



 4 

• The Philippian Jail Earthquake: v. 26 
 
“Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and 
everybody’s chains came loose.” 
 
1. The Scope Of The Earthquake. This is not a regional earthquake, but 
a localized one. Again, note Acts 4:31 
 
2. The “Foundations Of The Prison Were Shaken”: Most Roman jails had 
two sections: The primary section was on street level. A secondary 
section was literally a dungeon, into which prisoners were lowered by 
ropes.  
 
3. A Simultaneous Freeing Of The Prisoners: 
 
When the earthquake struck what Luke calls, “the foundations of the 
prison”. “At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s 
chains came loose.” 
 
We could imagine God working things out so that the stocks pinning 
Paul and Silas’ feet would break and release them, but “All the prison 
doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose.” 
 
Anti-supernaturalists: “If you follow an influential stream of scholarship 
… no … the earthquake didn’t happen, it was fabricated by Luke to 
drive home a spiritual point.” 
 
Luke says, “At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s 
chains came loose.” If just a couple of the prisoners’ chains fell off, we 
might lean a little towards the earthquake shaking the prison walls. But 
in this case, the rings or staples in the wall were shaken loose, freeing 
all of them. 
 
What are the chances of that happening naturally? 
 
Next time, we will see what happened after that. 


