
The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
_________________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 16:13-15 

 
 
"Out of Macedonia, Alexander the Great once went to conquer the 
Eastern world but later from Macedonia the power of the gospel went 
to conquer the Western world of Paul's day" – R. Swift 
 
• The History of Philippi: 
 
Earliest Site: Datos – founded in 360 BC by Greeks from the island of 
Thasos. Changed its name to Krenides. The area was famous for fertile 
soil as well as gold and silver mines. 
 
356 BC: War breaks out between the Thasos colonists and Thracian 
tribes. Philip II of Macedonia aids Thasos, but subsequently takes it 
over, enlarging and refortifying its walls. He renames it “Philippi”. 
 
When Alexander the Great succeeded his father, he used Philippi’s 
gold and silver to raise an army and conquer the Persian Empire. This 
was predicted by the Prophet Daniel: See: Daniel 8:5-8; 11:3,4. 
 
168 BC – The Romans conquered Macedonia and divide it into four 
districts. Philippi becomes a chief city. The Via Egnatia connects 
Philippi to the rest of Macedonia. 
 
The Women Of Philippi: 1. Held considerable freedom and social 
influence. 2. Noted for their independence. 3. Freeborn and Freed 
women had the right to undertake legal transactions on their own 
initiative. 
 
• On the Sabbath: v. 13 
 
“On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we 
expected to find a place of prayer.” 
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Luke does not say that Paul and company expected to find a 
synagogue.  This leads us to believe that there were very few Jews at 
Philippi. (Ten Jewish men were required to constitute a synagogue.) 
 
While no evidence of a 1st-century Philippian synagogue exists, recent 
archeological excavations unearthed a Jewish burial inscription from 
the 2nd century that mentions a synagogue in Philippi.  
 
The Place of Prayer: Greek word is “oratories” - often a circular area 
without a roof. (enclosed or open).  Philippi’s “oratory” was located 
by the Gangites river - providing a place for the required ceremonial 
ablutions.  
 
• We Began To Speak To The Women: v. 13, 14 
    
“We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered 
there. One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. 
The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.” 
  
A group of women were meeting to go through the appointed 
Sabbath-day prayers. Luke does not indicate if these were strictly 
Jewish women or if the group included Gentile God-fearers. 
 
The Woman Called Lydia: 
 
“Lydia” was from the city of Thyatira – located in Asia Minor’s region 
called Lydia. (See: Revelation 2). 
 
1st-century Rome: The "Libertinæ" – the children of slaves who had 
been made free. This sometimes included women who had belonged 
to their former owners.  
 
Lydia may have been a freed slave who took her name of the region 
she was from – a common practice at the time. Luke describes “Lydia” 
as “a dealer in purple cloth.” The art of dyeing cloth was cultivated 
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around Thyatira. Homer’s Iliad, references this as well as inscriptions 
found in Thyatira.  
 
Purple cloth was primarily worn by royalty and the very wealthy. The 
First-century process of dyeing cloth purple: 1. Moses ben Maimon 
records that one source of the purple dye was from the blood of a 
salt-water fish called Chalson. 2. Another source indicates that dyers 
used the blood or juice of a testaceous sea fish, called by the Latin 
name, "purpura".  
 
“The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.” 
 
Greek word for “Lord” here, is “Kurios”. Used primarily in the Book of 
Acts to describe Jesus: “The Kurios – Lord Jesus – opened her heart to 
respond to Paul’s message.” (See also: Luke 10:21; Luke 24;45) 
 
Irresistible Grace or A Balanced Process? A middle view: The Spirit 
influenced her heart, but she was empowered to respond. 
 
• A Household Is Saved And Baptized: v. 15: 
 
“When she and the members of her household were baptized, she 
invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she 
said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.” 
 
This is the second account in the Book of Acts in which a family leader 
accepted Christ, but their whole household was baptized.  We saw it 
previously with Cornelius at Maritima, now we are seeing it at Philippi. 
 
Greek word, “Oikos” or “household”: May or may not indicate that 
Lydia had children. Considering her social status, she probably had 
many servants. 
 
“Household Baptism” also appears at this chapter as the Philippian 
Jailor and his family are baptized. A theme: entire households being 
saved and baptized. 
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• Infant Or Adult Baptism? 
 
Acts 10:24-48 records how Cornelius and his “relatives and close 
friends” were baptized. Acts 16 includes the account of the baptism 
of the members of Lydia’s family. The story of the Philippian jailer also 
indicates that his family was baptized.  
 
Were there children in Cornelius’ house, Lydia’s family, and the 
Philippian jailer’s house?  There is no mention of infants in any of these 
passages. 
 
In each of these events, the people being baptized had been 
exposed to the truth that they needed to believe in order to be saved. 
Would the apostles break with the teaching of repentance and faith 
in order to baptize an entire family? 
 
“Come And Stay At My House.” – V. 15 
 
“When she and the members of her household were baptized, she 
invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she 
said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.” 
 
John Stott: “Lydia’s house probably became the Christians’ meeting 
place, for once the heart is opened, the home is opened too.” 
 
Lydia did more than invite the group to her home. She insisted that 
they stay with her at her house.  The Greek word Luke uses for 
“persuaded” only appears here in Acts 16 and in one other place in 
the New Testament – Luke 24:39 
 
Lydia wasn’t just asking Paul and company to stay with her; she was 
insisting that they do it. As a result, Paul had a very successful ministry 
time in Philippi.  
 
• Next Time: The Challenges At Philippi 
 


