
The Book Of Acts: Verse-By -Verse 
_______________________ 

 
Study Notes - Acts 15:6-11 

 
 

Recap: Paul and Barnabas have been sent by the Antioch Church to 
Jerusalem to present the issue of Gentile circumcision and adherence 
to the Mosaic Law. 
 
 After Much Discussion: vv. 6-7 
 
“The apostles and elders met to consider this question. “After much 
discussion…” The Greek phraseology indicates a series of “back and 
forth” discussions among the apostolic leaders – and perhaps the 
Pharisee faction. 
 
Although James is chairing the meeting, Peter is the first of three 
speakers recorded in the council, along with James and 
Paul/Barnabas. 
 
Paul had already confronted Peter for what appeared to be a 
vacillation on his part at Antioch.  Is Peter once again vacillating or 
has he remained fundamentally opposed to Gentile Circumcision? 
 
 Peter’s Address: vv. 7-11 
 
After a series of discussions around the table … Peter took center 
stage and addressed the others. He begins by saying, “Brothers, you 
know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the 
Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and 
believe.” 
 
Peter reminds the council of his first foray into exclusively Gentile 
territory at Caesarea Maritima. He says that God made the choice to 
have the Gentiles hear the message of the gospel through him. By 
now, it had been close to ten years ago.  
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Peter says God had determined: “That the Gentiles might hear … the 
gospel and believe.” The admission of the Gentiles into God’s family 
was God’s choice, not humans. 
 
Verse 8: “God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them 
by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us.” The Greek phrase 
is “kardioœgnosteœs”, or the “heart-knower”. (Also Acts 1:24) 
 
At Caesarea Maritima, the Holy Spirit had fallen on the crowd at 
Cornelius’ house and given them the same type of gifts that the 120 
Galileans received on the Day of Pentecost.  
 
The Circumcision Splinter-Group didn’t necessarily disagree that God 
intended to save the Gentiles. They were arguing about the process, 
not the event. 
 
Peter is pointing back to verify that God has already had His say on 
the salvation of the Gentiles. Peter was challenging what, if any, new 
requirements needed to be imposed upon them. 
 
 “He Made No Distinction”: v. 9 
 
“God made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their 
hearts by faith.” 
 
“No distinction” – a phrase right out of Peter’s vision of the sheets and 
unclean animals at Joppa. “Rise and go down, and accompany 
them without hesitation; for I have sent them.” – Acts 10:20 Peter’s 
explanation: “And the Spirit told me to go with 
them, making no distinction.” - Acts 11:12.   
 
 He Purified Their Hearts By Faith: v. 9 
 
“He purified their hearts by faith.”  A dual reference in Peter’s speech 
about faith: 1. “God made a choice … that the Gentiles might hear 
the message of the gospel and believe.” 2. “God purified their hearts 
by faith.”   
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Again, Peter references the events at Caesarea Maritima. The Greek 
verb he uses for “purifying their hearts” is the same phrase that we find 
in Acts 10:15, when the Spirit told him, “Do not call something unclean 
if God has made it clean.” 
 
Among some segments of the Jews, circumcision was regarded as an 
act of spiritual cleansing. Peter is suggesting that purification of heart 
is greater in scope. See: Deuteronomy 10:15-16; Jeremiah 4:4  
 
The Pharisees looked upon all Gentiles as impure.  To remedy this the 
Gentiles must undergo circumcision, followed by keeping the Mosaic 
Code. 
 
Peter, Barnabas, and Paul deemed repentance and baptism as 
having even greater spiritual significance for the Gentiles than Jewish 
circumcision and law keeping.  
 
 “A Yoke We Could Not Bear” vv. 10-11 
 
“Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the 
disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able to 
bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we 
are saved, just as they are.” 
 
Peter intentionally chooses phrases that permeate the Old Testament 
passages and Israel’s experience. 
 
1. “Why do you try to test God?”  See: Deuteronomy 6:16-17: “You 
must not test the LORD your God as you did when you complained at 
Massah. You must diligently obey the commands of the LORD your 
God—all the laws and decrees he has given you.” See also, Psalm 
106:14: “In the desert they gave in to their craving; in the wilderness 
they put God to the test.”  
 
In both cases, Israel “tested God” or “Put God to the Test”. 
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Peter: “Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks 
of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have been able 
to bear? No!” 
 
The “Yoke”: a farm implement used specifically for connecting 
multiple oxen for plowing. F.F. Bruce: “A proselyte, by undertaking to 
keep the law of Moses, was said to ‘take up the yoke of the kingdom 
of heaven.’” (See Jesus’ use of “yoke” in Matthew 11:28-30) 
 
The Pharisees were demanding that the Gentiles be yoked together 
with them under the requirements of the Mosaic Law – including 
circumcision. 
 
Peter rejects their premise. He tells them, “We believe it is through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 
 
 What did Moses bring the Israelites?  The Law, with all its 

requirements and rituals.  What did Jesus bring? Grace.  
 
Peter reverses the order of the Jews and Gentiles in the last phrase of 
verse 11: “We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we 
are saved, just as they are.” 
 
He's being intentional. The Jews had the Mosaic Law – with all of its 
rituals and requirements. They prided themselves on possessing the 
Law – even though it was a burden they couldn’t carry.  Peter says, 
“You weren’t saved by the Mosaic Law. No, you were saved by the 
grace that Jesus brought – just like the Gentiles were.”   
 
Paul’s statement in Ephesians 2:8-9: “God saved you by his grace 
when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from 
God.  Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so 
none of us can boast about it.” 
 
Peter: God made no distinction between the Jews and Gentiles – 
because he purified their hearts by faith. 


