
The Book Of Acts: Verse-By -Verse 
_______________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 15:30-41 

 
 
 
Summary: James and the council had sent a letter to the Gentile 
Christians at Antioch.  After distancing themselves from the Judaizers, 
the council gave the Gentiles four prohibitions.  One dealt with sexual 
immorality; the other three centered on Jewish dietary laws, including 
meats that had been sourced from pagan temple rituals. 
 
• The Positive Response: vv. 30-31 
 
“So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they 
assembled the congregation and delivered the letter. When the 
people read it, they rejoiced at its encouraging message.” 
 
The letter was sent first to Antioch because it was the original site of 
the controversy and because the Antiochenes had sent Paul and 
Barnabas to the Jerusalem leadership. 
 
It was more than a “handing over” of the document. Barsabbas and 
Silas needed to answer numerous questions associated with the four 
prohibitions outlined in the council’s decision. 
   
Note verse 31: “When the people read it, they rejoiced at its 
encouraging message.” 
 
Just weeks before these Gentile converts were facing the prospects 
of having to submit to circumcision and practice the entire Mosaic 
Code. With the “ground rules” established, the Jewish and Gentile 
believers could resume their common meals.. 
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• Judas and Silas: Prophets: v. 32 
 
“Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to  
encourage and strengthen the brothers.”  
 
This is the first mention that Judas Barsabbas and Silas were prophets. 
Some scholars believe that the circle of Jewish prophets was as large 
as seventy persons. 
 
• Did Silas Stay Or Go? - vv. 33-35 
 
Verse 33 & 35:  “After spending some time there, they were sent off by 
the brothers with the blessing of peace to return to those who had 
sent them. But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they 
and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord.” 
 
Judas and Silas did not return to Jerusalem immediately. They 
probably stayed in Antioch long enough to the council’s directives 
had been understood. The NIV translation indicates that, after this, 
they were sent back to Jerusalem with “the blessing of peace”.  
 
A mystery: The NIV translation deletes verse 34. The King James Version 
records, “Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide there still.” 
 
Verse 34 doesn’t appear in many of the ancient manuscripts. Scholars 
suggest that a scribe added verse 34 to explain the statement in Acts 
15:40 that Paul chose Silas as his companion for the next missionary 
journey.  
 
Did Silas go back to Jerusalem? We do not know the timeframe 
between verses 33 and 40. Silas may have returned to Jerusalem, only 
to be recalled by Paul. 
 
• The John-Mark Controversy: vv. 36-41 
  
“Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the  
brothers in every town where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, to  
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see how they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take John, also called 
Mark. But Paul thought it best not to take him, because he had 
deserted them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the 
work. Their disagreement was so sharp that they parted company. 
Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and 
left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. And he 
traveled through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.” 
 
• The Initial Goal: “Let us go back and visit the brothers in every town 

where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, to see how they are 
doing.”  

 
Paul and Barnabas wanted to return to Galatia. They probably waited 
for spring weather to return.  Their purpose was to “See how they are 
doing.”   
 
All this sounded good until the discussion turned to the subject of John 
Mark. Barnabas wanted to give his cousin a second opportunity at 
missionary work. Paul felt just as strongly that John Mark should not 
come along with them. Why? “… Because he had deserted them in 
Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work.”   
 
In Paul’s opinion, John Mark’s desertion proved that he was not ready 
for missionary work. Barnabas felt that John Mark had ministry 
potential that could best be encouraged by a second attempt at 
missionary work.   
 
Did the John Mark question bring to the surface a different rift 
between the two men? Galatians 2:13 “The other Jews joined [Peter] 
in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led 
astray.” 
  
• The Split: “Their disagreement was so sharp that they parted 

company.”  
 
Barnabas took John Mark and went back to his home island of Cyprus 
- to continue evangelizing his fellow Cyprians. Paul (Silas) visited the 
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young churches of Anatolia. His intention was still to see how they 
were doing as well as help these churches to continue to make gospel 
progress. 
Whom the Antioch leadership side with over this dispute? 
 
- Dr. Ellicott writes: “… The Church [had] a special service of prayer 

on the departure of the two Apostles. Silas, as thus sent forth by the 
Church, might now claim that title no less than Barnabas.” 

 
- Dr. Meyers: “… The notice, compared with Acts 15:39, leads us to 

infer, with great probability, that the church of Antioch in the 
dispute before us was on the side of Paul.” 

 
• Does the story end there? 

 
Decades later, Paul writes these words to his protégé, Timothy: “Only 
Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be 
helpful to me in my ministry.” – 2 Timothy 4:11 
 


