
The Book Of Acts: Verse-By -Verse 
_______________________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 15:22-27 

 
 
Summary: Peter, Barnabas, and Paul gave an account of their 
evangelism efforts among the Gentiles to the Jerusalem Council. The 
Pharisee Splinter had already expressed their contention that the 
Gentiles must be circumcised and follow the Mosaic Code. 
 
After hearing all the testimony, James gave his decision that the 
Gentiles should not have to first become Jews in order to become 
Christians. 
 
• Choosing Messengers To Go To Antioch: v. 22 
 
The council needed a format to express their ruling: “Then the apostles 
and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their 
own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They 
chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were leaders 
among the believers.” 
 
A wonderful principle here at work: Unity.  A throwback to another 
decision the apostles made Acts 6. When an issue arose about the 
feeding of the Greek and Hebrew widows the apostles had the group 
pick seven men to administrate the ministry. Luke records, “This 
proposal pleased the whole group.”  
 
Was the Pharisees Splinter group satisfied with the council’s ruling? 
Probably not. Paul will spend his entire apostolic ministry fending off 
the same group!  
 
• Sending Representatives: v. 22 
 
“They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were 
leaders among the believers.” 



Judas, (called Barsabbas) only appears here in our text.  There are 
only two men named Barsabbas in the New Testament. 
Joseph Barsabbas, also known as Justus, was a candidate to replace 
Judas Iscariot in Acts 1:23. The other is the Judas Barsabbas here in 
Acts 15. 
 
Barsabbas: “Bar” – the Aramaic word meaning “son”. “Saba”, or 
“Sebbas” – “son of an oath," "son of an old man," "son of conversion," 
or "son of quiet." 
 
Some scholars believe Joseph and Justis Barsabbas were brothers. 
Others suggest that they are same man …  who was called Joseph, 
Justus, or Judas. 
 
Silas will figure quite prominently in the future chapters of Luke’s 
narrative. He accompanies Paul on his second missionary journey to 
Philippi, Thessalonica, and Corinth. He is clearly the “Silvanus” cited by 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:19; 1 Thessalonians 1:1, and 2 Thessalonians 1:1. 
 
• “Your Brothers”: v. 23 
 
“The apostles and elders, your brothers, To the Gentile believers in 
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: Greetings.” – NIV translation. 
 
The Greek text reads closer to … “he apostles and elders, your 
brothers, to the Gentile brothers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia.”  
 
James and the council said, “From the Jewish brothers to the Gentile 
brothers, greetings!”  It’s reminiscent of the apostles’ efforts to 
welcome the Samaritans into the Church. When Peter and John laid 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them and gave them their 
own version of Pentecost. 
 
The full phrase, “We send greeting” is only used in Acts 15 and James 
1:1. This leads some scholars to believe that James the Elder wrote the 
letter. 
 



• “The Gentile brothers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia.”   
 
The letter is addressed to: “The Gentile brothers in Antioch, Syria and 
Cilicia.”  It doesn’t mention Cyprus and Galatia, probably because 
they were considered extensions of Antioch. 
 
The letter is addressed to Cilicia: In Acts 9, some Hellenistic Jews 
plotted to kill him Saul. Luke records, “When the believers learned of 
this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.” – 
Acts 9:30 
 
Evidently, after Paul had been home in Tarsus for some time, he was 
active in church planting during his so called, “silent years”. The bulk 
of the converts in Cilicia would have been Diaspora Jews, who, like 
Paul’s family, lived  in  the  region. 
 
• “Those Who Troubled You”: v. 24 
 
“We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization 
and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said.” 
 
The first thing the Jerusalem Church’s leaders did was to disassociate 
themselves from the Circumcision Splinter Group. They make it clear 
that, although the Judaizers had gone to Antioch from the Jerusalem 
Church – they had not done it with the apostles’ permission. The 
council was saying, “We didn’t send them, and we aren’t requiring 
that you Gentiles be circumcised.” 
 
John Stott points out that the verb used for “disturbed” in that 
sentence is the Greek word, “tarassooe”, which also appears twice in 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians. See: Galatians 1:7; 5:10 

 
What the apostles said next, starting at verse 25, carries some 
significant weight. Let’s read it and then come back through it: 
 
• Men Who Have Risked Their Lives: vv. 25-27 



“So we all agreed to choose some men and send them to you with 
our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— men who have risked their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore we are sending Judas 
and Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writing.” 
 
The letter stresses that Barnabas and Paul (in that order) had 
previously risked their lives for the name of Jesus. This is genius on the 
council’s part. 1. The Gentiles in these regions are very familiar with 
Barnabas and Paul. 2. The use of “dear friends” gives Barnabas and 
Paul an additional recommendation to the Gentiles. 
 
In verse 27, the council’s chosen representatives are finally named. 
We read, “Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by 
word of mouth what we are writing.” 
 
Written words can be easily misunderstood or misinterpreted. Judas 
and Silas are not only carrying the council’s letter but are ready and 
able to both explain and confirm whatever details about their 
directives are needed. This will greatly help to reduce any 
misconceptions about the instructions they Gentiles are about to 
receive. 
 
• Next Time: The Four Restrictions 
 
 


