
The Book Of Acts: Verse-By -Verse 
_______________________ 

 
Acts 15:12-21 

 
 
Recap: Peter recounted his experience at Caesarea Maritima and 
opposed the Pharisee’s insistence that the Gentiles must be 
circumcised and follow the Mosaic Code. 
 
• Peter’s Last Appearance In Acts: v. 12 
 
Peter’s speech to the Jerusalem Council is the last time we see him in 
the Acts narrative. Dr. Martin Hengel: “The legitimation of the mission 
to the Gentiles is virtually Peter’s last work.” 
 
• Signs And Wonders: v. 12 
 
“The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and 
Paul telling about the signs and wonders God had done among the 
Gentiles through them.” 
 
Although Paul has been the “de-facto” leader of the missions’ efforts, 
Luke uses the reverse order: Barnabas and Saul. Barnabas has the 
more long-standing relationship to the apostles and elders. 
 
The convincing factor: “The signs and wonders God had done among 
the Gentiles.” 
 
The same signs and wonders that served as confirmations of the 
Gospel that was preached now acted as confirmations of the 
legitimacy of the Gentile missions’ efforts.   
 
In prior passages in Acts God was said to work “with” Paul and 
Barnabas. Now Luke uses the Greek word, “dia”, meaning God was 
working “through” them. 
 



• “Listen To Me” v. 13 
 
“When they finished, James spoke up. ‘Brothers,’ he said, ‘listen to 
me. Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose a 
people for his name from the Gentiles.’ 
 
At one time, James doubted his half-brothers’ role as the Jewish 
Messiah. Now James appears to be the leader of the Jerusalem 
Church. 
 
Two things: 1. James does not mention Barnabas and Paul’s 
statements. Perhaps it was because their missionary activity had 
prompted the Jerusalem Council. 2. Peter’s uses Old Testament 
language that strictly referred to Israel as God’s chosen people. See:  
Deuteronomy 7:6-7; Deuteronomy 32:12 
 
• The Amos Reference: v. 15 
 
In verse 15, James quotes Amos 9:11-12 from the Septuagint 
Translation [Greek Old Testament]: “After this I will return and rebuild 
David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, that the rest 
of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who bear my 
name, says the Lord, who does these things - things known from long 
ago.” 
 
In Amos 9 we have a prophetic promise of Israel’s eventual 
restoration: 1. Following a long series of tribulations, the remnants of 
Edom and other nations will be united under God’s sovereign rule. 2. 
Israel’s historic enemies, such as the Edomites, will have a place in 
God’s plan. 3. God will gather a diverse group of worshipers, fulfilling 
the covenant made with Israel while including the Gentiles in God’s 
redemptive plan.  
 
• James’ Interpretation of Amos 9: 
 
As James sees it, Amos 9 is a two-pronged prophecy.  1. God is going 
to restore Israel and elevate them to a whole new spiritual and 



national level. 2. God is going to pull from the Gentiles a people who 
will also express His glory: “… Even all the Gentiles [that God will save] 
will bear my name.” 
 
Amos says that God will call the Gentiles directly to Himself.  There is 
no indication that they must first become Jews.  The Gentiles will be 
saved as Gentiles – not as Messianic Jews. 
 
• “It Is My Judgement…” vv. 18-21 
 
“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for 
the Gentiles who are turning to God.” 
 
F.F. Bruce: “James’ words, ‘It is my judgment’ is the form that the rabbis 
used when they appealed to Scripture to confirm something that has 
already been decided or is about to be decided. 
 
“… We should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to 
God.” Isn’t that exactly what the allegedly Messianic Pharisees were 
proposing? See Peter’s statement in Acts 15:10 
 
John McArthur: “Here the Gentiles were trying to walk the path of 
grace, and the Judaizers were in the bushes throwing rocks at their 
feet…”  
 
• The Balancing Act: v. 20 
 
“Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food 
polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled 
animals and from blood.” 
 
James appears to be shooting the gap between the Jews and 
Gentiles. The prohibition against sexual immorality was obviously 
something that both groups could understand. However, telling them  
to abstain from “food polluted by idols … from the meat of strangled 
animals and from blood” are clearly Old Testament, Jewish 
prohibitions. 



• The Mutual Respect: v. 21:  
 
“For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the 
earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”  
 
James knows it will not be easy for the Gentiles and Messianic Jews to 
walk in fellowship:  1. The Messianic Jews must acknowledge the 
Gentiles as full members of the body of Christ. 2. The Gentiles must 
respect that fact that the Messianic Jews still hold onto the Law’s 
prohibitions against “food polluted by idols … the meat of strangled 
animals … and from blood.”  
 
This is the very approach that Paul will take throughout his epistle to 
the Romans.  Messianic Jews are to avoid criticizing the Gentiles for 
their “freedoms” while the Gentiles are to avoid criticizing the 
Messianic Jews for their adherence to issues of conscience. See: 
Romans 4:1-4 
 
James’ decision does bridge the two groups. The Messianic Jews 
cannot demand that the Gentiles undergo circumcision and follow 
the Mosaic rules.  The Gentiles cannot offend the Messianic Jews by 
ignoring or even condemning their adherence to issues of 
conscience. 
 
• Next Time:  Making the Council’s Decision known to the Gentiles. 
 
 


