The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 14:8-10

Recap: The Jewish leaders at Iconium stirred up the unbelieving Jews
against Paul and Barnabas. When a plot to harm them was
discovered, left Iconium and fraveled some forty miles to the
southeast and came to Lystra.

Lystra had a Temple to the Greek god Zeus somewhere outside the
city limits. This will prove to be important to Luke's narrative.

e The History of Lystra:

Lystra was approximately 24 miles southwest of Konya in south-central
Turkey. In 1885, a stone block measuring around 3.5 feet tall and 1 foot
thick was discovered. It noted that Lystra was dedicated to Caesar
Augustus.

Lystra was a part of the Lycaonian region of Asia Minor. In 36 B.C.
Lystra was made a part of the province of Cilicia. In 25 B.C. it became
a part of the Roman province of Galatia.

Lystra may have been specifically founded to suppress the
Homanadenses — a set of fribes in the Taurus mountains. They, and
other tribes were hindering Roman conftrol of the area.

One of the important takeaways from this brief history is that Lystra is
a non-Jewish city with no Jewish synagogues. This makes Lystra a very
different environment for Paul and Barnabas to evangelize.

This is a deeply pagan community that has a local temple to the
Greek god Zeus.



e The Crippled Man: v. 8

“In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth
and had never walked. “

Paul had probably been preaching for several days when he spotted
a crippled man who was well-known throughout the city.

This is a parallel story to what happened in Acts 3: “As Peter and John
approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in.
Each day he was put beside the Temple gate, the one called the
Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going into the
Temple.”

These are not identical stories:

- Acts 3. a Jewish man. Acts 14: a Greek Gentile.

- Acts 3: the crippled man is lying beside the gate to the Temple
compound. Acts 14: the man is sitting not far from the temple of
Leus.

- Acts 3: Peter and John who are involved. Acts 14: Paul and
Barnabas.

e Faith To Be Hedled: vv. 9-10

“He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him,
saw that he had faith to be healed and called out, “Stand up on your
feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.”

Luke doesn’t give us Paul's sermon here. However, we can infer a
couple of things. 1. Paul is characteristically preaching Jesus. 2. Paul
was preaching the kerygma — the standard outline of Jesus' birth,
death, and resurrection.

Luke says that Paul looked directly at him. (See also: Acts 13:9). The
root Greek word, “atenizontes” used here denotes both intentionality
and intensity.



When Paul perceived what was happening within the man’s heart, he
called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and
began to walk.”

Although the man had never walked in his life, he made the effort to
obey. Immediately, with no human assistance, he jumped up and
began to walk.

¢ Instantaneous Versus Progressive Miracles:

In the Bible we sometimes see progressive miracles — where someone
is healed over time. In this case, we see an instantaneous miracle.

Jesus’ healing miracles were, with the exception of one, all
instantaneous in nature. For example:

e Jesus Heals an Official’s Son: John 2:1-11

e Jesus Delivers A Man With An Evil Spirit: Mark 1:21-27

e Jesus Heals Peter's Mother-in-Law: Mark 1:29-31

e Jesus Cleanses A Man with Leprosy: Luke 5:12-14

e Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Paralyzed Servant: Luke 7:1-10

e Jesus Heals a Paralytic Who Was Lowered through the Roof: Mark
2:1-12

e Jesus Heals A Man With A Withered Hand: Mark 3:1-6

In Acts 14 we have an instantaneous healing by the Holy Spirit. It was
also a “regenerative miracle”.

e Faith As A Condition Of Receiving:

F.F. Bruce: “Faith is a condifion of receiving both physical and spiritual
healing”. Note Romans 10:14-17

In the case of the crippled man at Lystra, Romans 10:17 was in full
operation. Faith came by hearing the Good News about Jesus. All



that was left was for Paul to tell him to act on that faith. When the man
did, the Spirit immediately gave him a regenerative miracle.

Is this a “one-off” story in the Book of Acts, or for that matter, the rest
of the New Testament?¢ Hardly. Faith comes by hearing and acting on
that faith produced numerous miracles.

A Parallel Faith Story: Mark 5

A woman has “suffered a great deal from many doctors, and over the
years she had spent everything she had to pay them, but she had
gotten no better. In fact, she had gotten worse.”

The woman's faith: “If | can just touch his robe, | will be healed.”

Matthew tells us the woman touched the border of Jesus' robe. Why
is that important?

Numbers 15:38-40: “... Make tassels for the hems of your clothing and
attach them with a blue cord. When you see the tassels, you will
remember and obey all the commands of the LORD .... The tassels will
help you remember [to] be holy to your God.”

On that day in Capernaum, the woman with the constant bleeding
crept up behind Jesus and grasped the blue ribbon and tassels of his
robe. She was combining her faith with action.

The woman at Capernaum believed the Good News and acted upon
it. The crippled man at Lystra believed the Good News and acted
upon Paul's command, “Stand up on your feet.” Both had followed
the pattern in Romans 10: “So faith comes from hearing, that is,
hearing the Good News about Christ.”

Next time we will see what happened next.



