The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 14:1-8

“At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual info the Jewish
synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews
and Gentiles believed.”

e Notes On Iconium: (Ancient Turkey)

= 100 miles south-east of Pisidian Antioch.

= Animportant agricultural center (wheat, apricots and plums)

= A maqjor link in the trade routes between Syria, Ephesus, and Rome.

= A prosperous and multicultural environment.

= Greater Metropolitan lconium supported 30,000 - 80,000 people.

= Qrigins: Immigrant tribes from northern Greece called the Phrygians.

» |nhabitants considered themselves to be descendants of the
Assyrians.

e Atlconium: v. 1

“At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish
synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews
and Gentiles believed.”

By the first century, Jewish communities were prevalent in Asia Minor. At
the end of the 16th century, the Jewish population in what was then the
Ottoman Empire.

e Oftomon Empire: Named after Osman |, and spanned much
of Southeast Europe, West Asia, and North Africa from the 14th to
early 20th centuries. It became a bastion of Islam).

Paul and Barnabas’ primary mission in Iconium was clearly not directed
to Jews alone. A large number of Jews and Gentiles believed.



e The Jewish Opposition: vv. 2-4

“But the Jews who refused to believe stired up the Gentiles and
poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent
considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed
the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and
wonders. 4 The people of the city were divided; some sided with the
Jews, others with the apostles.”

“Those Who Refused To Believe”, Luke's statement can be translated as,
“But the Jews who disobeyed stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their
minds against the brothers.”

Refusing to believe the Gospel is actually an act of disobeying the
Gospel. When we hear the Gospel, God makes his claim on our hearts.
After that, we have two choices: 1. Believe and submit to God’s claim
on their soul. 2. Refuse to believe and thereby disobey God’s Word. See:
John 3:36-37.

Paul’'s response at Pisidian Antfioch: and Pisidian Antioch - "It was
necessary that we first preach the word of God to you Jews. But since
you have rejected it and judged yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we
will offer it to the Gentiles.” — Acts 13:46

e The Jewish Jealousy:

The Jewish jealousy of the progress of the Gospel is seen in the Gospels,
the Book of Acts, and the rest of the New Testament. See: Matthew 27:18;
Acts 5:15-18; Acts 13:45.

The Jewish leaders ... “stired up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds
against the brothers.” Greek: "made their minds evil affected.” - The
Jews incited the idolatrous Gentiles to the brink of violence.

Both Jews and Gentiles were united in their campaign against Paul and
Barnabas. As Dr. Benson: "Though [the Jews and Gentiles] were
generally at enmity with one another, yet were united against the
Christians, as Herod and Pontius Pilate, the Pharisees and Sadducees,
against Christ.”



e No Quick Exit: v. 3

“So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly
for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them
to do miraculous signs and wonders.”

Once again, we find the combination of both Gospel preaching and
spiritual manifestations. John Calvin: “God hardly ever allows [miracles]
to be detached from his Word. Their frue use is the establishing of the
Gospel in its full and genuine authority.”

e A Deep Division: v. 4

“The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others
with the apostles.”

The Gospel message does indeed divide people. Jesus' statement in
Matthew 10:34-36: “Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: |
came not to send peace, but a sword. For | am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and
the daughter in law against her mother-in-law. And a man's foes shall be
they of his own household.”

e Paul And Barnabas ... Apostles? v. 4

“The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others
with the apostles.”

Up to this point neither Paul nor Barnabas has been described as an
apostle. Both were included in the Acts 13 list of teachers — but not
prophets nor apostles.

The Greek word “Apostolos” is used in the New Testament in two senses:
1. The “apostles of Christ” — meaning the original twelve who were
chosen by Jesus to be his disciples and witnesses of his resurrection. 2.
The Spirit’s Ysent ones’”- persons sent out by local churches as evangelists
(missionaries). Example: Epaphroditus is called an apostle or messenger
of the Philippian church.



