The Book of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 13:46-52

e Causing A Riot: v. 45-44

“But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy, and they
blasphemously contradicted what Paul was saying. Then Paul and
Barnabas answered them boldly: “It was necessary to speak the word of
God to you first. But since you reject it and do not consider yourselves
worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.”

Paul and Barnabas temporarily paused their preaching and dealt with the
Jewish opposition. Shifting their focus they said, “It was necessary to speak
the word of God to you first.”

Paul acknowledges that the Jews had the first right to the Gospel. As
Romans 1:16 indicates, “For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek.” —Romans 1:16

e The Word Of God: v. 46

“It was necessary to speak the word of God to you first.” Any Jew would
have readily understood the inference Paul was making by citing the
“Word of God.”

Jesus’s statements in John 10:34-36: “If he called them gods to whom the
word of God came, do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and
sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because | said, ‘Il am the Son of
God’'2"

Jesus asked them, “Is it not written in your law. . .” but then cites Psalm 82.6.
Yet he equates that psalm with the Word of God. See also: Luke 5:1; Luke
8:11

The apostolic preaching of Jesus’ death and resurrection clearly indicates
that the apostles regarded the Gospel to be the Word of God. |
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Thessalonians 2:13 - “When you received the word of God ... you accepted
it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God..."”

Paul and Barnabas made it clear to their Jewish hearers that the Gospel
they were preaching to the Genftiles — and the Jews — was indeed the
“Word Of God". That alone made their preaching authoritative.

e “Since You Reject The Word Of God”: vv. 45-46

“It was necessary to speak the word of God to you first. But since you reject
it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the
Gentiles.”

The Greek impact: “Since you thrust the Word of God away from you and
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.”

Dr. Alexander Maclaren: “... Judge' here may be used in its full legal sense
... itmeans, ‘You adjudge and pass sentence on yourselves to be unworthy
of eternal life.”” See also: Matthew 22:8 (Those invited to the "marriage
supper” judged themselves not “worthy” by refusing to go).

Paul says, “You thrust the Word of God away from you and judge yourselves
unworthy of eternal life...” There is a real human responsibility in rejecting
the gospel. If someone rejects the gospel, when they die, they have judged
themselves. See: John 3:18

Paul tells the Jews, “You have pronounced yourselves unfit for everlasting
life.” God doesn’t send people to hell. He prepared hell for the devil and
his angels — not humans.

e A Light For The Gentiles: v. 47

“For this is what the Lord has commanded us: I have made you a light for
the Gentiles, to bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” - Isaiah 49:6.

Isaiah chapters 40-55 includes four passages that scholars regularly identify
as “servant songs”. These passages suggest that Israel and the Messiah
have the role of bringing a witness to the world. In essence, it is their world-
missions’ program.
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Isaiah 49 speaks of an era of restoration and blessing for Israel. At times, this
passage seems to be addressed to Israel, while at other points, it seems to
refer to a single individual - “the Servant Of The Lord”.

Isaiah 2:2 — an end-times’ promise - “In the last days, the mountain of the
LORD’s house will be the highest of all— the most important place on earth.
It will be raised above the other hills, and people from all over the world will
stream there to worship.”

Had Israel been loyal to the Lord, the other nations would have taken
notice of their special relationship to Yahweh and been drawn to the Lord.
See: Deuteronomy 4:4-6

Israel did not remain faithful to God, but that did not ruin God'’s plan. That
is why Isaiah speaks of the “Servant Of The Lord” - He is the Light of the
Gentiles. He fulfills the role of drawing the nations to Yahweh in a way that
ancient Israel did not. See: Luke 2:25-32; Isaiah 9:12

Jesus is the glory of Israel and a light to the Gentiles. Matthew picks up on
this in his gospel when he cites Isaiah 9:12 as he records:

“Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the
lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali—to fulfill what was said through
the prophet Isaiah: ‘Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the
Seqa, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people living in
darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow
of death a light has dawned'” (Isaiah 9:1-2). Matthew 4:12-16

Galilee, both in the time of Isaiah and in the time of Christ, had a large
Gentile population. By preaching there, Jesus was bringing light to the
Gentiles.

Had the Jews of Pisidian Antioch accepted the message, they would have
had the priviege of evangelizing their Gentile neighbors — just as Israel’s
world-mission’s texts had indicated in the Songs of the Servants. Instead,
they rejected the message and cut themselves off from the opportunities
offered them.

e “What About The Gentiles At Pisidian Antioch?”: vv. 48-49
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“When the Gentiles heard this, they rejoiced and glorified the word of the
Lord, and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. And the word
of the Lord spread throughout that region.”

The Jews were disparaging Paul’'s message and even blaspheming Jesus.
Meanwhile, the much larger confingent of Gentiles “rejoiced and glorified
the Word of the Lord.”

Luke's annotation: *And all who were appointed for eternal life believed.”
The Greek word here for “appointed” is “tetagmenoi”. It has several
meanings in the New Testament, including, “appointed”, “chosen”, and
“ordained"”.

Does Luke mean that those who were saved that day had been previously
chosen by God? Is Luke infroducing what we might classify a statement on
predestination?

Expositor's Greek Testament:

“The words are really nothing more than a corollary of St. Paul's own
statement: The Jews as a nation had been ordained to eternal life—they
had rejected this election—but those who believed amongst the Gentiles
were equally ordained by God to eternal life, and it was in accordance
with His divine appointment that the Apostles had turned to them.”

e General Election and Specific Election:

Specific Election (classic Calvinist stance) - God has chosen certain
individuals for eternal life with Him, while others have been chosen for
eternal separation from Him.

General Election — All who come to Christ are included under the umbrella
of salvation through grace through faith.

Ephesians 1:45: “Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose
us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5God decided in
advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through
Jesus Christ.” See also: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; | Timothy 4:10
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F.F. Bruce: “... It was joyful news to the Gentiles who heard it, and many of
them believed the gospel. All in fact, who had been enrolled for eternal life
in the records of heaven. And not only in the city itself, but throughout the
surrounding countryside as well, those who believed the good news carried
it to others.” — F.F. Bruce

e Shaking The Dirt Off Their Feet: vv. 50-52

“The Jews, however, incited the religious women of prominence and the
leading men of the city. They stired up persecution against Paul and
Barnabas and drove them out of their district. So they shook the dust off
their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. And the disciples
were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”

The Jewish instigators were not through with Paul and Barnabas. They
incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of
the city. This led to Paul and Barnabas’ violent expulsion from Pisidian
Antioch. See: 2 Timothy 3:10.

Paul and Barnabas were forced to move on to Iconium, but before they
did so, they “shook the dust from their feet in protest.” In our modern culture,
this was the equivalent of saying, “I wash my hands of you.”

Jesus’ command to “shake the dust off your feet” appears three times in
the New Testament: Matfthew 10:14; In Luke 9:5; Mark 6:11

Jesus told His disciples that where they were received with joy, they should
stay and teach. But where their message was rejected, they had no further
responsibility.

Shaking the dust off their feet was, in effect, saying that those who rejected
God'’s truth had received their opportunity — no further gospel explanation
would be given.



