
The Book of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
___________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 13:38-45 

 
 
 
• Last Time: Peter and Paul both pointed to the fact that God’s promises 

to David about his kingdom could not be realized in David’s lifetime. 
David died, was buried, and his body suffered physical decomposition.  

 
The promise that he would not be allowed to “see corruption” could not 
apply to David – it had to be the One God raised from the dead and 
declared as Messiah. 
 
Beginning at verse 38, Paul brings this message to a conclusion:  
 
• What The Law Could Not Justify: vv. 38-39 
 
“Therefore let it be known to you, brothers, that through Jesus the 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through Him everyone who believes 
is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of 
Moses.  
 
This is a direct appeal for a decision on the part of the synagogue 
audience.  This is characteristic of all the sermons in the Book of Acts.  
 
This group that depends so much on the annual Day of Atonement hears 
Paul saying, “The only means of forgiveness is through Jesus.” That’s a stark 
difference from depending upon the law and sacrifices for forgiveness.  
 
• Two Concluding Considerations: 
 
1. A call to repentance through Jesus: 
 
Every apostolic sermon includes a direct application to those hearing  
the message. They must come to a decision about Jesus; there is no sitting 
on the fence.  
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Like the other messages in Acts, Paul calls for a decision. (See: Acts 2:38; 
3:19; 5:31; and 10:43.) Paul’s audience can choose forgiveness of sins 
through the death and resurrection of Christ – or they can choose to remain 
in their sins.  
 
The choice is expressed in terms of justification through Jesus or continuing 
condemnation through the Law of Moses. Under the latter, no one was ever 
justified – that is, made right relationally to God. That’s because everyone 
broke the Law and was therefore condemned by it. 
 
“For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.” – John 1:17 
   
Moses brought the Law – the entire Old Testament code with its 613 
commandments – the largest body of moral, ethical, and behavioral codes 
ever given to humans. 
 
The problem is, none of those codes or accompanying sacrifices could do 
one essential thing: provide the person adhering to them right relationship 
with God. See: Galatians 3:11-13 
 
• Premeditated Sins and Justification: 
 
The Law of Moses provided no forgiveness for knowing or premeditated sins. 
There are no Levitical sacrifices that covered deliberate sins – rather, only 
sins committed in ignorance or unintentionally. 
 
Christ’s atonement offer two very different situations: 1. It provides 
justification for all those sins the Law of Moses could not provide for – in other 
words, deliberate sins.  It provides his followers complete justification – 
something the Law could never do. Cf: Luke 18:14 
 
2. A warning that rejecting Jesus will only fulfil the Old Testament predictions 
about them: 
 
• Watch Out! vv. 40-41: 
 
“Watch out, then, that what was spoken by the prophets does not happen 
to you: Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish! For I am doing a work in your 
days that you would never believe, even if someone told you.” 
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The original context of Habakkuk 1:5: 
 
In the years before the Assyrian invasion, Isaiah had issued numerous 
warnings to God’s people about the necessity of repenting of their sins. For 
example, Isaiah 28:21-22 says, 
 
“For the LORD will rise up as at Mount Perazim. He will rouse Himself as in the 
Valley of Gibeon, to do His work, His strange work, and to perform His task, 
His disturbing task. So now, do not mock, or your shackles will become 
heavier. Indeed, I have heard from the Lord GOD of Hosts a decree of 
destruction against the whole land.” 
 
“Mount Perazim” - “The Mount of Breakings Forth”— refers back to God’s 
“breaking forth” on His own people when they sinned at Mt. Sinai (see: 
Exodus 19:20–24). It also refers to how God “broke forth” on the Philistines 
when they sought to destroy Israel. See: 2 Samuel 5:18–20).  
 
Isaiah’s reference to the “Valley of Gibeon” refers to Joshua’s victory over 
an alliance of Amorites, when the sun stood still upon Gibeon for an entire 
day until the Israelites had slaughtered them. God helped defeat Israel’s 
enemies by casting great hailstones on them. (See: Joshua 10:10–14).  
 
In Isaiah’s time, he is warning God’s people that the same kinds of 
judgements that took place against their enemies were now potentially 
going to be their own consequences if they did not repent and turn back 
to God.  
 
Habakkuk’s warnings were similar. The Assyrian peril was not far off. This 
wicked culture was attacking and absorbing the nations around Nineveh – 
and would continue to expand.  
 
• The Galatian Request: vv. 42-43 
 
“As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people urged 
them to continue this message on the next Sabbath.” 
 
Instead of opposing Paul’s message, some Jews and God-fearing Gentiles 
desired to hear more from him the next Sabbath. Their request, of course, 
had to be cleared through the rulers of the synagogue – who kept tight 
control on the pulpit. Compare Acts 17:10-12 
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The second response to Paul’s message is a “first” in the Book of Acts: “After 
the synagogue was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to 
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them 
to continue in the grace of God.” 
 
Luke’s “devout converts to Judaism” are not doubt the same people he 
identified in verses 16 and 26 – the Gentile “God-fearers.” 
 
• Blasphemy And Contradictions: vv. 44-45 
 
The next sabbath, a large crowd of Gentiles turned up at the synagogue 
to hear Paul and Barnabas again. The Jews must have arrived five minutes 
late, only to discover that the Gentile were sitting in their family’s seats! 
 
The larger issue: The Gentiles sitting the elect people’s seats were primed to 
hear the Gospel message. While the week before many of the Jews had 
probably accepted Paul’s message as a novel interpretation of scripture, 
by now the majority of them – especially the synagogue elders – had 
rejected it. 
 
They understood that Paul was offering a salvation message that was open 
to the Gentiles on the same basis it was offered to the Jews: He was 
suggesting that the Gentiles did not have to keep the 613 Mosaic Laws. 
 
“On the following Sabbath, nearly the whole city gathered to hear the 
word of the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
jealousy, and they blasphemously contradicted what Paul was saying.” 
 
The Jews were jealous of Paul and Barnabas’ crowds. As a result, Luke says 
they “blasphemously contradicted what Paul was saying.” Luke is 
indicating that the instigators were attacking Paul as well as Jesus!  What a 
mess! 
 
We will see what happened next time! 


