The Book of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 13:32-37

An Old Testament Kerygma:

-God chose the Jews primary ancestors.

-God made Israel prosper in Egypt.

-God later led them out of bondage.

-God endured their behavior in the desert.

-God overthrew seven nations to give Israel Canaan.
-God established the early monarchy under King David.

e How God intended to fulfill such a great magnitude of promises to
David: v. 32

“We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers he has
fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the
second Psalm: ‘You are my Son; today | have become your Father.’
The fact that God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated
in these words: ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to
David.” So it is stated elsewhere: ‘You will not let your Holy One see
decay.’

To make this connection between David and Jesus, Paul focuses in on
two major events — Christ's death and resurrection. He uses three Old
Testament links in rapid succession:

- Psalm 2:7 — God'’s affirmation to His Son is tied to God’s promises to
David that his descendant, whose throne would be eternally
established, would be his son.

- Isaiah 55:3 — God's declares that the blessings promised to David
would be permanent because of the resurrection of David’s son.
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- Psalm 16:10 — The assurance that the body of God’'s “Holy One”
would not be allowed to see decay, while David's body was both
buried and decayed.

e The Problem With Psalm 2:7:

Historically, Psalm 2:7 has been one of the primary verses used by cults
to allegedly “prove” that the Son of God was not eternally preexistent,
but rather is a created being.

The earliest evidence we have of this is an early church father called,
“Arius”. His followers have been identified as Arians.

Muslims, Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses teach that Jesus was the
“first birthed” of creation. (Psalm 2:7 - “Today | have begotten Thee”,
and Colossians1:15 - “He is...the first-born of all creation”)

Are the Scriptures asserting that Jesus is a very exalted, but
ultimately created being?

We need to read Psalm 2 in its entire context and then compare it to
what Paul is saying in Acts 13:

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vaing 2 The kings
of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and
against his anointed, saying, 3“Let us break their chains and throw off
their shackles.” 4The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs
at them. S5He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath,
saying, 6"l have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain.”

71 will proclaim the Lord’s decree: He said to me, “You are my son;
today | have become your father. 8Ask me, and | willmake the nations
your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will break
them with a rod of iron; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”
10Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.
11Serve the Lord with fear and celebrate his rule with tfrembling. 12Kiss
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his son, or he will be angry and your way will lead to your destruction,
for his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge
in him.

A Messianic Expectation:

While it is frue that Jesus’ messianic identity includes His eternal
preexistence — in most instances, this is not the focus of the New
Testament. The New Testament emphasizes that Jesus is the one and
only person anointed or empowered by God’s Spirit to bring the
Kingdom of God to earth.

Psalm 2 is a descriptive praise psalm and a royal psalm. Royal psalms
reference the exploits of the Davidic kings, but they also identify
promises that could only be fulfilled in the Messiah. See: Psalm 45:3-7

Since none of these attributes could apply to a human king, the New
Testament writers emphasize how the messianic expectations of the
royal Psalms were fulfilled in Jesus.

“Today | have begotten Thee"” — Psalm 2.7

Old King James Version: “Thou art My Son. Today | have begotten
Thee.”

NIV: “He said to me, ‘You are my son; today | have become your
father.””

The old King James use of “begotten” makes it sound like God is saying
that Jesus was created, but that's not at all what is being expressed
in Psalm 2:7 — if we understand the full context of the passage.

Paul’'s sermon at Pisidian Anfioch:
“You are my Son; today | have become your Father.” The fact that

God raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these
words: ‘| will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’



So it is stated elsewhere: ‘You will not let your Holy One see decay.’”

Paul is referencing Jesus' Resurrection - not some early creation day
in which the Father supposedly created the Son.

Tying together Psalm 2:7 and Acts 13:33, the KJV word, “begotten”
belongs to the day God the Fatherresurrected Jesus and
enthroned Him, or installed Him, as Israel’s Messiah. At that moment
he was given the full authority, rights, and privilege of that office.

That event is paralleled in Romans 1:3-4 and Hebrews 1:5-6.
e LinksIn Jesus’ Jesus' Resurrection and Messianic office:

“God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to
decay. As God has said, “‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings
promised to David.’ 35 So it is also stated elsewhere: “'You will not let
your holy one see decay.’ 36 “Now when David had served God'’s
purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his
ancestors and his body decayed. 37But the one whom God raised
from the dead did not see decay.

In verses 34-35 Paul quotes from the other two passages we previously
cited: Psalm 16:10 and Isaiah 55:3.

The ESV translation of Acts 13:22 is worded this way: And when he had
removed him [Saul], he raised up David to be their king.” Paul uses
similar language in verse 34 when he writes, “God raised him from the
dead so that he will never be subject to decay.”

The only way the promises made to David and his people could be
fulfiled was through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Why?
Because David died and his body did indeed suffer decay.

Centuries after David's death, God renewed his promises to him and
Israel. During the time of restoration after their exile, God gave this
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assurance through Isaiah - He would give them tokens of his
“steadfast, sure love for David” - Isaiah 55:3.

e The “Pledged Tokens” Of God’s Promises To David:

The greatest of theses “pledged tokens” was the resurrection of the
Son of David identified in Psalm 16:10 The Greek Old Testament, the
Septuagint, words it this way: “Because thou wilt not leave my soul in
hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”

Peter used the same citation in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost:
“You will not let your holy one see corruption.”- Acts 2:27 In the Greek
version a link between these two texts is provided by a common term,
the adjective hosios, or “holy”.

Together, the two passages say, “l will give you the holy and sure
blessings promised to David” and “You will not let your holy one see
corruption.”

The promise in Psalm 16:10 could not refer to David personally
because he died, was buried, and underwent physical
decomposition. The promise that he would not be allowed fto “see
corruption” could not apply to David - it had to be the One God
raised from the dead and declared as Messiah.

Beginning at verse 38, Paul brings this message to a conclusion. We
will see what he says and how the attendees at the Pisidian Antioch
synagogue received his sermon.



