
The Book of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
___________ 

 
Study Notes: Acts 13:16-22 

 
 
We return to our look at Paul and Barnabas’ missionary trip to Pisidian 
Antioch …  
 
• Standing Up; Speaking Up: v. 16 
 
“Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Men of Israel and you 
Gentiles who worship God, listen to me!” 
 
It’s Paul, rather than Barnabas, who responds to the invitation to preach.  
While the rest of the synagogue attendees would have been sitting, Paul 
stands at the beœma (pulpit) and gave a gesture indicating he was ready 
to speak. 
 
The word “beoema” (bema) is also used in 2 Corinthians 5:9-10: “… We must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good 
or bad.” —2 Corinthians 5:9-11 
 
“Beoema” or “Bema” - a raised platform. In the synagogue it represented 
the place from which God’s Word was expounded. In a Greco-Roman 
amphitheater it represented the judges’ platform and the place where the 
contestants received their medals.   
 
• Men of Israel and Gentiles: v 16 
 
Paul references both the “men of Israel” (full Jews) as well as any Gentiles 
– most likely “God-fearers.” 
 
Paul is going to start with a brief recapitulation Israel’s history ranging from 
the patriarchs to the monarchy. His emphasis is on God’s initiative of grace, 
therefore, God is the subject of almost every statement Paul makes. After 
this opening summary, Paul will describe the early monarchy under Saul 
and David – which leads him to telling about Jesus. 
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• A Chosen People – An Old Testament Kerygma: vv. 17-20 
 
Similar to Stephen’s previous defense before the Sanhedrin, Paul’s message 
utilizes what has been called “a historical retrospect”. He chooses to 
rehearse the story of Israel from their origins, to the monarchy, to God’s 
promises to David fulfilled in Christ. 
 
This “historical retrospect” was a critical part of 1st-century Judaism’s story.  
See: Deuteronomy 26:5-10 – the required recitation when firstfruits were 
offered to God. 
 
Every Jew would know the history of God’s dealing with Israel by heart.  They 
formed the Jewish view of exceptionalism. Paul is therefore starting his 
message with what he knows will be universally accepted by his audience. 
Paul is using this as a bridge to the New Testament story of Christ’s death 
and resurrection. 
 
• “The God Of The People Of Israel Chose Our Fathers…” – V. 17 
 
Rather than expounding on the roles of Israel’s patriarchs, Paul simply says, 
“The God of the people of Israel chose our fathers…”  
 
The Jewish ear would have immediately recognized the twin themes of 
“election” and “predestination”.  
 
• Prospering The Israelites: v. 17  
 
“… He made the people prosper during their stay in Egypt, with mighty 
power he led them out of that country…” Paul bookends Israel’s 
experience in Egypt: 1. God prospered them during their stay. 2. God 
delivered them from Egypt. 
 
1. Their prosperity: See: Exodus 1:6-7, 1:12 
 
2. Their deliverance: See: Exodus 6:1 and Psalm 136:12. Both passages 
emphasize “the powerful arm” of Yahweh. 
 
• A note on God’s Terror:  
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Paul notes that Yahweh delivered Israel by “overwhelming terror, and with 
miraculous signs and wonders.” God’s use of “overwhelming terror” in often 
noted in the Old Testament. See: Genesis 35:5; Deuteronomy 34:12; 
Jeremiah 32:21 
 
• The Post-Exodus Years: v. 18 
 
“He put up with them through forty years of wandering in the wilderness.” 
 
“Put up with” or “Supported”? 
 
Some translations say God supported Israel through the wilderness – as 
Deuteronomy 1:31 puts it: “… The LORD your God carried you, just as a man 
carries his son…” 
 
Other translations choose “God endured” the Israelites throughout their 
wilderness wanderings”. Both have merit: God certainly carried the 
Israelites through their desert experience – but He also put up with them! 
 
• Conquering Canaan: v. 19 
 
“Then, having destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he allotted 
their land to them after 450 years.” 
 
Deuteronomy 7:1-2: A list of the seven more powerful nations that God 
gave into Israel’s hand: “The Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, 
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.” 
 
Paul notes that all of this took about 450 years. His probably using an 
approximate number, including Israel’s 400 years in exile, forty years in the 
desert, and ten years spent conquering the land. 
 
• Prophets and Kings: vv. 20-21 
 
Paul summarizes Israel’s next experience by saying, “After this, God gave 
them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet. Then the people asked 
for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who 
ruled forty years.” vv. 20-21 
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Paul starts with the last prophet – Samuel – perhaps because he was 
instrumental in anointing Saul as Israel’s first king and David as Saul’s 
replacement. 
 
Saul did not prove faithful to God. His replacement (David) proved to be 
much better. Psalm 89:19-29 gives us a glimpse into Yahweh’s thinking 
about this momentous change, which entailed prophetic implications:  
 
“I have set the crown upon one who is mighty, I have exalted one chosen 
from the people. I have found David, my servant; with my holy oil I have 
anointed him; so that my hand shall ever abide with him, my arm also shall 
strengthen him.… And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings 
of the earth. My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, and my covenant 
will stand firm for him. I will establish his line forever and his throne as the 
days of heaven.” 
 
• The Shift: The Monarchy To Fulfilled Promises: v.22 
 
By the time Jesus was born, many Israelites had long forgotten God’s 
promises to David. F.F. Bruce: 
 
“When the sovereignty of the house of David seemed to have passed away 
forever, so far as human agency was concerned, it came to be recognized 
that the promises made to David would be fulfilled and indeed surpassed 
in a ruler of David’s line whom God would raise up.” – F.F. Bruce 
 
There were indications that one much greater than David would be the 
focus of these ancient promises. Ezekiel 21:27 declared, that with the fall of 
Judaean monarchy, “There shall not be even a trace of it until he comes 
whose right it is; and to him I will give it.” 
 
And now, Paul is ready to show the attendees at the synagogue in Pisidian 
Antioch how Jesus Christ fulfilled the ancient promises made to David and 
the nation of Israel. 
 
We will look at that next time. 
 


