
The Book of Acts: Verse-by-Verse 
_________________________ 

 
Study Guide - Acts 13:13-15 

 
 
Following their experience with Sergius Paulus at Paphos, Barnabas and Saul set 
their sights on ancient Pisidian Antioch.   
 
• Sailing To Perga: v. 13 
 
“After setting sail from Paphos, Paul and his companions came to Perga in 
Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem.”  
 
Acts 13 is the only mention of Perga (Greek, Perge) in Luke’s narrative – as well as 
the rest of New Testament. 
 
• Perga - Archeology: 
 
Excavations of Perga: 1946, by Arif Mansel. 1985, by Haluk Abbasoglu (both 
archeologists from Istanbul University).  
 
To date, no direct evidence of a Jewish population or synagogue at Perga. What 
have been found are numerous impressive structures - a theater, a stadium, a 
long colonnaded street, a restored agora, and a gymnasium. More than 200 
spectacular sculptures have been recovered.  
 
There is evidence that, like neighboring cities, Perga was probably a major source 
of commercial marble. 
 
Does archeology demonstrate that there was a Jewish population in Perga? Yes, 
the best evidence is from Aphrodisias - some 160 miles northwest of Perga.   
 
Among the archeological finds at Aphrodisias is a 9-foot-high rectangular marble 
pillar that probably came from their synagogue. It identifies 68 Jews, 3 proselytes, 
and 54 Godfearers. It has the inscription, “Samuel, Elder from Perga”. 
 
“Elder” – Presbyteros - an official synagogue officeholder. 
 
• Perga - Geography: 
 
To get to Perga, Barnabas and Saul needed to secure passage on a commercial  
vessel.  In the first century, most ships were either commercial or military.  Perga 
was located seven miles inland, up the Kestros River, which was not deep enough 
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for the large commercial ships. Barnabas and Saul must have found passage on 
a smaller one. 
 
Perga regional ports: Magydos and Attalia. Barnabas and Saul probably landed 
at one of those ports or one of the other major Turkish seaports closer to Cyprus. 
 
• Once again: “Why Perga?” 
 
First response: Perga had a large Jewish population (see, Acts 14:26), thus it no 
doubt had a synagogue. Barnabas and Paul probably wanted to visit other 
Jewish communities along the Kestros River valley. These communities would be 
more likely to provide them hospitality along their route.  
 
The trip from Perga to Pisidian Antioch was both difficult and dangerous. While 
there were some excellent Roman roads at this time, they were designed for 
commercial and military wagons and carts and primarily connected the major 
centers relevant to these activities.  
 
A network of less durable gravel and earth roads, as well as footpaths, connected 
smaller towns and villages. They often went through rough terrain and were 
frequented by robbers and thieves who could operate more freely on these paths 
than on the well-policed paved roads. 
 
Perga was a major city, and the presence of a Jewish community there made it 
an ideal base for Paul’s first missionary journey through Anatolia (Turkey). The 
apostles crossed from ‘Barnabas’s native island’ of Cyprus to the south coast of 
‘Paul’s native land, Asia Minor’. 
 
• John Mark: 
 
When Barnabas, Paul, and John Mark finally arrived in Perga, “John left them to 
return to Jerusalem.” 
 
Luke writes matter-of-factly: He doesn’t explain why John Mark left Barnabas and 
Paul at Perga and returned home to Jerusalem. 
 
In Acts 15:38, Luke will note that Paul considered John Mark’s departure as an act 
of desertion. FF. Bruce: “Perhaps he was unprepared for the increasing rigors 
which evangelization in Asia Minor would involve; perhaps he resented the way 
in which his cousin Barnabas was falling into second place.” 
 
A change in Luke’s narrative: “When the expedition sets out from Syria, Luke 
speaks of ‘Barnabas and Saul’; by the time they leave Cyprus, it is ‘Paul and his 
company.’ It is unlikely that this change of expression is due purely to a change  
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of source.” – F.F. Bruce 
 
From Perga to Pisidian Antioch: vv. 14-15: 
 
“And from Perga, they traveled inland to Pisidian Antioch, where they entered 
the synagogue on the Sabbath and sat down. After the reading from the Law 
and the Prophets, the synagogue leaders sent word to them: ‘Brothers, if you have 
a word of encouragement for the people, please speak.’”  
 
Despite their efforts to travel to Perga, Barnabas and Paul did not immediately 
preach there. Instead, they travelled another 100 miles away into Pisidian Antioch 
(not the same as Syrian Antioch).  
 
• Paul Becomes Ill:  
 
While at Pisidian Antioch, Saul became ill.  Luke withholds this fact from his Acts 
narrative, but Paul records it in Galatians 4:13-14: 
 
“Surely you remember that I was sick when I first brought you the Good News. But 
even though my condition tempted you to reject me, you did not despise me or 
turn me away. No, you took me in and cared for me…”  
 
The city of Perga was known for outbreaks of malaria. Some Bible scholars suggest 
that this may be the reason that Barnabas and Saul didn’t preach there.   
 
Sir William Ramsay suggests that Paul contracted malaria during the trip through 
Perga. If this is true, the apostles would have sought higher ground to avoid an 
outbreak of the disease. Pisidian Antioch was some 3,600 feet above sea level, so 
it was much cooler there and more hospitable to anyone suffering from malaria. 
            
Paul’s illness was serious. Galatians 4:14 may indicated that it caused some 
disfigurement in his appearance. Paul was concerned that this change would be 
met by contempt on the part of the Galatians. It also seems to have affected his 
eyesight. See: Galatians 4:15; 2 Corinthians 12:7. 
 
• An Invitation To Speak: v. 15  
 
“… They entered the synagogue on the Sabbath and sat down. After the reading 
from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue leaders sent word to them: 
‘Brothers, if you have a word of encouragement for the people, please speak.’”  
 
Pisidian Antioch was near Pisidia. It was actually in Phrygia – a region that formerly 
belonged to the kingdom of Galatia until it was incorporated in the province of 
Galatia which Augustus established in 25 B.C. 
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Augustus made it a Roman colony, naming it “Colonia Caesarea”. The city 
became the civil and military center of that part of Galatia. 
 
Pisidian Antioch had a Jewish colony, necessitating a synagogue. On the first 
sabbath after the missionaries’ arrival, they went to the synagogue and sat down 
with the rest of the attendees. 
 
In his gospel and Acts, Luke gives us two accounts of synagogue services. One 
was in Palestine, at Jesus’ boyhood synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:16–27). The 
other is here in Acts 13, at what would have been a synagogue of the Jewish 
Diaspora.  
 
- 1st-Century Synagogue Services: 
 
• A recitation of the “Shema” – “Hear O Israel, The Lord your God is one Lord …” 
• Prayers 
• Two lessons: one from the Pentateuch and the other from the Prophets. 
• Expository sermon 
• Concluding blessing 
  
At the time for the expository sermon, the synagogue rulers sent Barnabas and 
Paul a message: “Brothers, if you have a message of encouragement for the 
people, please speak”.   
 
It was Paul who addressed the entire synagogue, picking up with that morning’s 
readings of the Old Testament and the Prophets. 
 
This is the first time in Acts that Luke gives us a full record of one of Paul’s sermons.  
Later in Acts, he will give two more summaries of Paul’s sermons: Lystra and 
Athens.  
 
Note that it is Paul doing the preaching at this synagogue, and not Barnabas.  It 
appears that the assistant is now taking the lead role in the two-man preaching 
and teaching team. 
 
John Stott: “The day is the sabbath, the venue is the synagogue, the lessons are 
from the Law and the Prophets, the listeners are ‘men of Israel’.” 
 
As this story will reveal, Paul would not turn to the Gentiles until after he had 
offered preached the gospel to the Jews – and they had refused it. It would 
become a standard experience in his apostolic ministry. 
 
Next time:  Paul’s Message at Pisidian Antioch. 


