The Book Of Acts: Verse-By -Verse

Study Notes: Acts 14:19-28

e Averting Disaster

Last time: After the healing of the crippled man, the people of Lystra attempted to offer
sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas. The apostles quickly quelled the crowd and Paul
launched into a second, however abbreviated sermon.

e Renewed Hostilities: v. 19

“Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned
Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.”

After Paul and Barnabas averted disaster at Lystra, they appear to have gone back to
preaching and fteaching. There seems to be a bit of break in the narrative, but then
everything changed. Luke notes, “Then some Jews came from [Pisidian] Anfioch and
lconium and won the crowd over.”

Paul and Barnabas had been driven out of these cities by Jewish opposition. Luke doesn't
say whether these agitators had come looking for Paula and Barnabas, but Dr. Ellicott
notes, “The Jews of the two cities were acting in concert, and that those of the former
had travelled not less than one hundred and thirty miles to hinder the Apostle's work.”

e Was There A Jewish Community At Lystra?

Luke does not indicate if there was a Jewish community and synagogue at Lystra, but
F.F. Bruce notes, “This would more readily explain how Jews from Pisidian Antioch and
lconium were able to incite the Lystrans against Paul and Barnabas.”

Luke informs us that a plot had been formed at Iconium to seriously harm these
missionaries, but they escaped. The Jews behind this had not been dissuaded from their
plans.

An Archeological Clue: Lystra is over a hundred miles from Iconium, but archeologists
have discovered what has been dubbed “A Statue Of Concord” which the citizens of
Lystra set up in Pisidian Antioch.

e A Violent Opposition: vv. 19-20

Luke tells us that these agitators from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium ... “won the crowd
over.” Only days before, the Lystrans were set on offering sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas.
Now they are joining in an attack on them.

Perhaps the Lystrans were angry that Paul and Barnabas had refused their sacrifices.



They may even have felt foolish about it.

After winning the crowd over, the representatives of Pisidian Antioch and Iconium, “...
stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.”

John Stott writes, “It was not a judicial execution, but a lynching.”

This violent attack is very likely the situation Paul references in 2 Corinthians 11:25: “Three
times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a
night and a day in the open sea...”- 2 Corinthians 11:25

e A Miracle Or Miraculous Determination? V. 20

“But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the
city.”

2 Corinthians 4:8: "We are hard pressed on all sides, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.”

Some suggest that Paul’s injuries were not life-threatening. Others, suggest a miracle is
more likely. Either way, Paul’s resilience was remarkable. Luke says, “Paul went back into
the city”. 1. It must have impressed the Lystrans. 2. It emphasized Paul’'s commitment to
the message he had preached among them.

¢ Heading For Derbe: v. 20

“The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe.” - The distance between Lystra and Derbe
was around sixty miles. How could Paul manage a 60-mile trek through the Galatian
countryside?2 See: Galatians 6:17: “l bear on my body the marks of Jesus.” Was he thinking
of the wounds he received during the mob action af Lystra?

e “Was Lystra A Disaster?” v. 20

“But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the
city.”

What disciples? Luke doesn’t give us their names or numbers, but there were disciples at
Lystra. Another proof - Acts 16:1: “Paul went first to Derbe and then to Lystra, where there
was a young disciple named Timothy. His mother was a Jewish believer, but his father
was a Greek.”

Lois, Eunice, and Timothy were saved during Paul and Barnabas’ first frip to Lystra. Young
Timothy will become a lifelong friend and colleague of Paul.

¢ Some Notes On Derbe:

Derbe was some sixty miles southeast of Lystra. It was situated on the eastern frontier of
the province of Galatia.



Derbe was part of the Romans’ strategic quest to control the territory of the kings of
Cappadocia. Antipater ruled this area until Amyntas of Galatia killed him in battle around
29 B.C. At that point, Derbe became one of Rome's territories, which Amyntas ruled as a
client-king.

Derbe was an important fortress city on the Roman frontier. It was eventually included as
part of the province of Galatia. At that point it received a new constitution and was
named Claudio-Derbe - the equivalent to “Imperial Derbe”.

Although Derbe was ethnically and geographically Lycaonian, politically the city
became Galatian. Its populace was bilingual, speaking the Lycaonian among
themselves, but Greek for both commerce and culture.

Derbe lay on the great tfrade-route between Ephesus and Syrian Antioch. All these cities
on that frade-route had been Hellenized by the Seleucid rulers. This made Paul’s ministry
there easier, as just about everyone spoke Greek.

e Success And A Sequel: vv. 21-24

“They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then
they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to
enter the kingdom of God,” they said.”

At Derbe, Paul and Barnabas “won a large number of disciples”. The Greek word is
actually, “made”, not won. It is the same word used by Jesus in Matthew 28:19:
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” - Matthew 28:19

At that point, they retraced their steps back through Lystra, lIconium and Pisidian Anfioch.
By this time the hostility from the Jews at Antioch and Iconium had probably decreased.
Professor Ramsay suggests that this was aided by the fact that many of the Galatian
magistrates had been replaced by this time.

e Appointing Elders - Fasting And Praying: vv. 22-25

On their return frip through Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, Paul and Barnabas “appointed
elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord,
in whom they had put their trust.”

The Christians in Lystra, Iconium and Pisidian Antioch were very new converts and
needed to be encouraged. Paul and Barnabas spent a significant amount of time,
preaching, teaching, but also establishing leaders. This will become the standard
practice throughout Paul’s ministry.

Barnabas probably had a large part in discipling these leaders since he had extensive
experience with this at Gentile Antioch.



e Returning Home: vv. 24-28

“After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, and when they had preached
the word in Perga, they went down to Atftalia. From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch,
where they had been committed to the grace of God for the work they had now
completed.”

Once they set out from Pisidian Antioch, they crossed over the regional frontier Pisidia -
the southernmost territory of the province of Galatia. Heading south, again, they entered
the province of Pamphylia, where they preached in Perga.

On their original route from Antioch on the Orontes, they landed at Perga, but did not
preach there. Now, as they are heading back home, they stop and preach there.

From Perga they travelled to Attalia, the principal seaport of Pamphylia. The port fook its
name from Attalus Il, the king of Pergamum. He built and fortified Attalia around 158 B.C.
During the Pirate Wars in 67 B.C., the Roman general Pompey used it as a base of
operations.

From Atftalia Paul and Barnabas took passage (probably on a merchant ship) and
returned to Antioch on the Orontes. Luke tells us that when they arrived,

“They gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them
and how he had opened the door of faith o the Gentiles. And they stayed there a long
time with the disciples.” — vv. 27-28

Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary tour had probably taken most of a year to complete.
Afterwards, they resumed their teaching and discipling ministries there at Antioch.

The news had no doubt reached the ears of the apostolic leadership in Jerusalem. As we
will discover in the next chapter, many members of the Jerusalem Church were having
misgivings about implications of Paul and Barnabas’ ministry among the Gentiles.

F.F. Bruce: "These remarkable forays info Gentile regions decisively altered the balance
of Jews and Gentiles in the whole Christian fellowship.”

¢ Nexttime: Trouble is brewing among the Messianic Christians.



