My The Book Of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 14:11-18

The sequence of events in the healing of the lame man of Lystra:

Paul preaches the gospel of Jesus Christ to the crowd at Lystra.
The crippled man gives Paul his full attention.

The Spirit tells Paul that the crippled man is receiving the truth.

Paul tells the man, “Stand up on your feet” — and he is immediately
healed.

This is a picture of God’'s Sovereignty and Man’'s Response. Ray
Stedman: “He had faith enough to try, and the moment he began to
obey, the power to obey was given.”

e The “gods” Have Come Down: v. 11

“When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices
in the Lycaonian language: “The gods have come down to us in
human form!” Barnabas, they called Zeus, and Paul they called
Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.”

The reaction of the bystanders makes it very clear that they accepted
the legitimacy of the miracle — and were shocked by it. They started
shouting in their Lycaonian language: “The gods have come down to
us in human form!”

These were native Anatolians, (modern-day Turkey) who still spoke
their Lycaonian vernacular. Luke probably notes their language for 2
reasons: 1. Paul and Barnabas were unfamiliar with it — unlike Antioch
and Iconium. 2. It explains why Paul and Barnabas did not understood
what the crowd had in mind for them.



Why did the Lystrans associate Barnabas with Zeus and Paul with
Hermes?

Literary scholars tell us that 50 years before these events the Latin poet
Ovid had written about an ancient local legend in which Jupiter and
his son Mercury disguised themselves as humans and visited the hill
country of Phrygia. The two were refused hospitality at a thousand
homes, until an elderly couple offered them lodging. At a later point,
Jupiter and Mercury sent a flood and destroyed the homes of all those
who had refused them hospitality but rewarded the elderly couple.

e Getling Ready For A Sacrifice: v. 13

“The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought
bulls and wreaths to the city gates, hoping to offer a sacrifice along
with the crowds.”

The last time the gods visited the area and were not welcomed, they
punished the inhabitants. If the gods (Paul and Barnabas) had
decided to pay the Lystrans a visit and heal a cripple, they were not
about to make the same mistake!

Since the temple of Zeus stood nearby Lystra, he would be regarded
as the city's protector. The priest of Zeus planned to deck the oxen
with woolen garlands and sacrifice them to Paul and Barnabas.

e Paul and Barnabas’ Response: v. 14

“But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul found out about this, they
tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd, shouting, “Men, why are
you doing this¢ We too are only men, human like you.”

When Paul and Barnabas finally understood the Lystrans’ intentions,
they tore their clothing and ran into the crowd. Tearing their clothing
was, of course, a very Jewish reaction. See: Matthew 26 — Caiaphas
and Jesus.



Paul and Barnabas realized that the pagans were about to sacrifice
animals to them and worship them as gods. John McArthur: “[They]
tore their clothes and said, ‘Stop this desecration. We don’'t want to
be exalted. We don’t want to be deified.’”

By plunging into the crowd the missionaries stopped the sacrificial
procession and demonstrated that they were not separate from the
Lystrans: “We too are only men, human like you.”

e Recognizing The Opportunity: v. 15

“We are bringing you good news that you should turn from these
worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and
sea and everything in them.”

Luke has not given us Paul’'s entire sermon. John Stott: We have an
“abstract of Paul’'s sermon”. Luke's account hardly contains a sermon
that would have led to anyone’s conversion.

Two examples of Paul’s preaching to entirely Gentile audiences: Acts
14; Acts 17. At Pisidian Antioch and Iconium, Paul preached to full
DNA Jews and to Gentile “God-fearers”. Both groups had a
background, so to speak, in the Jewish religion.

At Lystra and Mar’s Hill (Acts 17), the Gentile audience had no
knowledge of Judaism. So what does Paul do? In both sermons he
appeals to general or natural revelation.

Special revelation: God's appearances to Old Testament figures as
well as the written Word of God. General revelation: How God can be
identified in creation — as well as the universal benefits of that creation
... wind, rain, water, agriculture, etc.

Paul tells the Lystrans that they have come to bring them “good news”
— the gospel. What is the first premise of this gospel to the Gentiles?
That they should turn from what Paul calls “these worthless things” —



The worship of Zeus (and the rest of the Greek gods) —and their animal
sacrifices.

Paul tells them to “Turn from these worthless things (idols, false gods)
to the Living God. How will they identify the Living God<¢ He is the one
who created “heaven and earth and sea and everything in them.”

Compare verse 17 ... “In past generations, He let all nations go their
own way"” with Romans 1:20-24 (God turned them over to themselves.)

e God Is Not Without A Testimony: v. 18

“Yet He has not left Himself without testimony to His goodness: He gives
you rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts with food
and gladness.”

“Evangelistic flexibility”: While the framework and context of the
message may change, the Gospel does not. Paul no doubt
transitioned from general revelation that creation could support to
the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.

God has left his estranged creatures with a consistent witness of
himself through general revelation ... rain from heaven and crops on
earth which Paul says, “fills your hearts with food and gladness.”

Luke doesn’t tell us what else Paul told the Lystrans, but he does say,
“Even with these words, Paul and Barnabas could hardly stop the
crowds from sacrificing to them.”

It wasn't, however, the end of the chaos. We will see that next time.



