The Book of Acts: Verse-by-Verse

Study Notes: Acts 13:23-27

e Eternal Promises - Human Realities:

Psalm 89: “My steadfast love | will keep for him forever, and my
covenant will stand firm for him. | will establish his line forever and his
throne as the days of heaven.”

Psalm 89 could not be fulfilled in King David’s life. David was about 70
years old when he died. David’'s human lineage did not continue to
reign on Jerusalem'’s throne. Zedekiah was the last Judean king during
the period that the Babylonians prosecuted their brutal campaign
against Israel and Judah.

e A Savior Named Jesus: v. 23

“From David’s offspring God, according to his promise, has brought to
Israel a Savior namely, Jesus.”

Paul is making the claim that Jesus is the messianic deliverer that has
descended from David’s family line. The significance of Jesus' Davidic
descent is emphasized repeatedly in the sermons recorded in Acts.
See: Acts 2:29-32

e The Role Of John The Baptist: vv. 24-25

“Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and
baptism to all the people of Israel. 25 As John was completing his work,
he said: ‘Who do you think | am? | am not that one. No, but he is
coming after me, whose sandals | am not worthy to untie."”

John’s ministry of preaching and baptism as a prelude to the
Messiah’s coming paved the way for Jesus’ ministry. Many Jews
wondered if John was the promised Messiah.



In John's case, baptism was not a post-salvation event, but a pre-
salvation event. He was telling Israel to repent of their sins and prepare
for the Messiah’s revealing.

e “Who Do You Say | Am?”:v. 25

“As John was completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you think | am? |
am not that one. No, but he is coming after me, whose sandals | am
not worthy to untie."”

While the Gospels included narratives in which others ask John if he is
the Messiah, this is the first fime that John himself asks the question —
“Who do you think | am?”, followed by the statement, “I am not that
one.”

Some Jews believed that Jesus was another version of him — even
though they didn't believe in reincarnation. See: Luke 9:18-20;
Matthew 14:1-2

e “Their Rulers Did Not Recognize Jesus”: vv. 26-27

“Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us
that this message of salvation has been sent. The people of Jerusalem
and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they
fulfiled the words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath.”

e To The Jews and Gentiles: Paul is covering both groups — “Children
of Abraham™ and “God-fearing Gentiles.” This is so emblematic of
Paul’s later ministry. See: Romans 1:16

Paul alludes to what we can characterize as the special relationship
the Jews had to the Messiah: The Christ was the Son of David, and the
hope of the Messiah had long been held by the Jews. They had first
priority in the gospel of Christ. See: Matthew chapters 10, 15.



When Paul and Barnabas went to a new city, they would preach in
the synagogue to the Jews first.

e The Words Read Every Sabbath: vv. 26-27

“It is to us that this message of salvation has been sent. The people of
Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize Jesus, yet in condemning
him they fulfiled the words of the prophets that are read every
Sabbath.”

The Message of Salvation is not coming; it has already been sent. We
can extend the statement logically to say, “The Messiah has been
sent.” — “And that Messiah is Jesus!”

“Why didn’t the religious scholars and leaders know ite”
e The Curse Of Blinding Repetition:

In condemning him they fulfiled the words of the prophets that are
read every Sabbath.”

Despite the repetition of reading the prophets, they were blind to
Jesus’ identity. Although they read the prophets, synagogue meeting
after synagogue meeting, did they understand what they read? Yes
and no. They understood the prophecies. They grasped the promises.
But when Jesus came, they couldn’t apply them to Him.

See: Jeremiah 7:27-28; Matthew 13:10-12

The religious leaders didn’t miss Jesus because of some predestination
clause that was in effect. No, they missed Jesus because their hearts
had become numbed by repetition. They had heard the prophets
over and over again, but it had been centuries since they actually
listened to them.



Not every religious leader was blind to Jesus as the Messiah. We have
only to think of Nicodemus. See: John 3:10-12; John 19:38-40

Like Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus came to be one of Jesus’
followers. Blind at first, he came to believe Jesus was the Messiah. Just
like the rest of the inner-circle disciples, he would not understand
Jesus’ death. But, like the others, he would have a wonderful
realization when Christ rose from the grave.

Next time: Prelude To A Showdown.



